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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
SOCIAL SECURITY REFORM 

HON. NEWT GINGRICH 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. GINGRICH. Mr. Speaker, the issue of 
retirement security is one of the long-term pri
orities of our nation-a Goal for a Generation. 
Michael Barone points out in today's Wall 
Street Journal that this is a discussion that the 
American people are prepared to have. This is 
an excellent article and recommended read
ing. I submit it into the RECORD. 

[From the Wall Street Journal, May 7, 1998] 
VO'l'ERS ARE READY FOR SOCIAL SECURITY 

REFORM 

(By Michael Barone) 
Conventional wisdom has long held that 

Social Security is the third rail of American 
politics: Touch it and you die. Political 
events from the 1940s through the 1980s pro
vided plenty of support for this rule. But now 
the third rail has shifted to the other side of 
the track: It is politically risky not to pro
pose changes. 

This shift was caused by two trends, nei
ther created by government, and neither 
much noticed by most politicians. The first 
change was demographic, and the key year 
was 1993--the first year in which Americans 
turning 65 had not served in World War II. 
This was critical because the bedrock of sup
port for the existing Social Security system 
is the GI generation, which grew up in the 
Depression, .served in World War II and then 
went on to build a prosperous postwar Amer
ica. 

This generation has a powerful sense of 
moral entitlement to Social Security and, 
since 1965, to Medicare. These Americans 
felt, justifiably, that they had been dealt a 
poor hand, played it well, and passed on a 
much better one to the next generation. E co
nomically, the Social Security system was 
an amazingly good deal for this generation. 
Former Sen. Alan Simpson used to point out 
to complaining elders that the value of the 
payroll taxes they had had paid during their 
earning years was only a small fraction of 
the total they would receive from their 
man thly checks. They paid him no heed. If 
younger Americans had to pay much higher 
payroll taxes than they had to pay, that was 
just fine. 

SMALLER GENERATION 

But every day the GI generation becomes 
smaller. Today about one-quarter of Ameri
cans over 65 were born after 1927- members 
of what authors William Strauss and Neal 
Howe call the silent generation. They didn't 
suffer through the Depression or serve in 
World War II; the escalator of postwar pros
perity was a lready moving up when they 
stepped on. They lack the sense of moral en
titlement that their elders have. 

Meanwhile, the younger generations have 
come to realize that they are on the losing 
end of a Ponzi scheme. Their payroll taxes 
are high, and there is no way they are going 

to receive benefits comparable to their "con
tributions. " Ask twentysomethings what 
they expect to get from Social Security, and 
they'll just laugh. They know that the ratio 
of workers to retirees is falling and that the 
payroll tax will have to become even steeper 
to support current Social Security pay
ments. Indeed, the Congressional Budget Of
fice estimates the Social Security tax will 
have to jump from 12% to 18% over the next 
30 years. 

The twentysomethings know there is anal
ternative to that heavy blow. Which brings 
us to the second great change that makes 
Social Security reform foreseeable: the boom 
in investment. Pollster Peter Hart, in a 1997 
survey for the National Association of Secu
rities Dealers, found that 43% of Americans 
owned stock, vs. just 21% in 1990. An NBC/ 
Wall Street Journal survey conducted in 1997 
reported that 51% of respondents said they 
owned at least $5,000 worth of common stock 
or mutual funds, either individually or 
through a retirement savings program. 

We are becoming a nation of investors. In 
the 1970s and '80s, most Americans had the 
bulk of their wealth in residential housing; 
by 1997, a majority had more wealth in 
stocks than houses. Americans have long had 
a stake in stocks through their pension 
plans; but that stake is increasingly direct, 
as employers shift from defined-benefit plans 
(in which a centralized entity does the in
vesting and promises a specific pension) to 
defined-contribution plans (in which the em
ployee invests his pension directly and the 
return depends on his own choices). 

Over time, the stock market grows faster 
than incomes, as the investing public has 
come to understand. Harvard economist Mar
tin Feldstein notes that while funds raised 
by the payroll tax have historically risen at 
about 2% a year, stocks rise by 5% to 6% a 
year over the long run. (Mr. Feldstein's cal
culations are based on the period 1926-94, 
which means they include the Depression 
and exclude the doubling of the market since 
1994.) It is increasingly plain to Americans 
that they would do well to look more to 
stocks and less to the payroll tax for their 
retirement income. 

But there is increasing evidence that the 
economic factor most important to Ameri
cans is not short-term income but long-term 
wealth. Voters of the GI generation were 
sensitive to small fluctuations in income. 
They remembered the 1930s, when a layoff 
was often the prelude to years of unemploy
ment. But voters growing up in an age of 
credit cards and vast job growth know that 
they can survive a period of temporary in
come loss. They are more concerned with 
how they are faring in their lifetime project 
of accumulating wealth. 

A focus on wealth rather than income 
helps to explain the otherwise puzzling re
sponses of voters to economic events in the 
1990s. The relatively small income losses of 
the 1990-91 recession are not enough to ex
plain why George Bush fell to 37% of the 
vote in 1992 from 53% in 1988. But a look at 
where his greatest losses occurred tells the 
story: They were in New Hampshire and 
Southern California, which also suffered the 
nation 's biggest drops in housing values. 

Voters spurned him because they lost wealth 
and he didn 't seem to be doing anything 
about it. 

In 1994, the old political formulas based on 
macroeconomic indicators suggested the 
Democrats should have lost about a dozen 
House seats. Instead t hey lost 52, in part be
cause their big-government programs threat
ened wealth accumulation. And how to ex
plain the current euphoric feeling about the 
direction of the nation, and Bill Clinton's 
high job ratings amid deepening political 
scandal? Income growth is lower than the 
peaks of the Reagan years, so that's not it. 
But look at the stock market, and the vast 
increases in wealth it has given millions of 
Americans-there's the source. 

A final bit of evidence: In the 1996 cam
paign, Democrats hammered away at Repub
lican "cuts" in Medicare (actually ~ower in
creases). For months, these attacks hurt Re
publicans. But at t he beginning of October 
the Republicans counterattacked, and as 
Peter Hart has noted, the Democrats' Medi
care advantage disappeared by the middle of 
the month. In a country with a vanishing GI 
generation and two younger generations 
skeptical that they will receive much from 
Medicare or Social Security, the Medicare 
issue was a wash. 

So we now have an electorate ready for So
cial Security reform. Only a few politicians 
have stepped forward, the first among them 
being junior Republican representatives like 
South Carolina's Mark Sanford and Michi
gan's Nick Smith. Then this January came 
Mr. Clinton's opportunistic ploy to outflank 
tax-cut proposals by calling for budget sur
pluses to be plowed into Social Security. 
That put the issue into play. In March, Sen. 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D., N.Y.) came 
forward with his own plan for cutting payroll 
taxes and establishing supplementary per
sonal investment accounts. Mr. Moyniha n 's 
proposal is far from radical, but the direc
tion is apparent. Suddenly U.S. politicians 
are moving toward an investment based sys
tem similar to those already working in 
Chile and Britain. 

STRENGTH AND CONFIDENCE 

Will they get their anytime soon? That is 
by no means clear. Neither the scandal
plagued president nor the razor-thin congres
sional Republican majority may have the 
strength and confi dence necessary to move 
ahead. Which would be unfortunate, because 
suddenly the money to pay for the costs of 
transition is at hand, in the form of a budget 
surplus. 

But politicians don't have the excuse for 
hesitation that they had in the 1980s, when 
they claimed the public would not accept 
significant changes. The generational shifts 
and the investment boom of the '90s have 
created a new America- a nation of investors 
embarked on a lifetime project of accumu
lating wealth, confidently relying on their 
own decisions in the marketplace. Suddenly, 
the time is ripe for Social Security reform. 

e This "bullet" symbo l identifies statem ents or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor. 
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IN HONOR OF THE 70TH ANNIVER- SPECIAL TRIBUTE HONORING AMY 
SARY OF THE FAIRF AX VOLUN- FELDCAMP, L EGRAND SMITH 
TEE R FIRE DEPARTMENT SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

HON. THOMAS M. DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, on Sat
urday, May 9, 1998, the Fairfax Volunteer Fire 
Department is celebrating its 70th Anniversary. 
This anniversary marks the culmination of a 
long, proud history of providing fire-suppres
sion and emergency medical services to the 
fine citizens of the City of Fairfax, Virginia. 

Early records indicate that there was a vol
unteer fire brigade in the Town of Fairfax 
around the turn of the century. A group of vi
sionary citizens decided that a firefighting sys
tem needed to be set up to protect their town 
from the ravages of fire. Their manual fire
fighting efforts were fortified by their purchase 
of a horse or man pulled chemical wagon to 
increase their firefighting efforts. This chemical 
wagon would allow them to fight fires with 
"some" water pressure. 

On April 7, 1928, the Fairfax Volunteer Fire 
Department was legally chartered. At this time, 
the department became the proud owner of 
their first motorized fire truck, a 1927 Childs. 
A garage was also built to house this fine 
piece of fire equipment. They were now able 
to respond in a more efficient manner to emer
gencies when asked by the townspeople. 

In the 1960's the Town of Fairfax became 
the City of Fairfax. Fairfax's population had in
creased along with their need for more fire 
protection and firefighters. Career firefighters 
were hired to join volunteers in answering the 
call for help, and the City of Fairfax built their 
first fire station to house their fire apparatuses 
and equipment. 

Today, the City of Fairfax has grown to a 
population of 19,622 and is 15.9 square kilo
meters in size. The Fairfax Volunteer Fire De
partment responded to an astounding 8,000 
fire and emergency medical calls last year. 
That's an average of 22 calls a day, which 
equals to almost one call per hour. 

The Fairfax Volunteer's strong fleet of fire 
and rescue apparatuses are housed in two fire 
stations, 3 and 33. Fire Station 3 houses the 
duty Battalion Chief, a pumper, a ladder truck, 
and an advanced life support medical unit. 
Fire Station 33 houses a rescue engine and 
an advanced life support medical unit. 

Taking an active role in one's community is 
a responsibility we all share, but which few of 
us fulfill. Yet, the Fairfax Volunteer Fire De
partment firefighters take great pride in pro
viding round the clock emergency services to 
its neighbors. I know the visionary citizens 
who started this organization seventy years 
ago would be proud to see that what started 
with just a bucket has grown into one of the 
most respected volunteer fire departments in 
my district, the Eleventh Congressional District 
of Virginia. 

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues join me 
in paying tribute to the Fairfax Volunteer Fire 
Department's distinguished volunteer and ca
reer firefighters who place their own lives on 
the line for their fellow citizens everyday. They 
are truly deserving of the title "hero". 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, M ay 7, 1998 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great respect for the outstanding record 
of excellence he has compiled in academics, 
leadership and community service, that I am 
proud to salute Amy Feldcamp, winner of the 
1998 LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This award 
is made to young adults who have dem
onstrated that they are truly committed to play
ing important roles in our Nation's future. 

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar
ship, Amy is being honored for demonstrating 
that same generosity of spirit, intelligence, re
sponsible citizenship, and capacity for human 
service that distinguished the late LeGrand 
Smith of Somerset, Michigan. 

Amy Feldcamp is an exceptional student at 
Saline High School and possesses an impres
sive high school record. She has been in
volved with the National Honor Society. Amy 
is also involved with the high school marching 
band, S.A.D.D. , 4-H, and FHA. Outside of 
school , Amy has been involved as a Sunday 
school teacher, providing music in her church , 
and teaching violin lessons. 

In special tribute, Therefore, I am proud to 
join with her many admirers in extending my 
highest praise and congratulations to Amy 
Feldcamp for her selection as a winner of a 
LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This honor is also 
a testament to the parents, teachers, and oth
ers whose personal interest, strong support 
and active participation contributed to her suc
cess. To this remarkable young woman, I ex
tend my most heartfelt good wishes for all her 
future endeavors. 

1998 LEADERSHIP AND ACADEMIC 
ALL-STARS 

HON. BOB SCHAFFER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado. Mr. 
Speaker, within Larimer County, Colorado, my 
home county, reside some of the best and 
brightest young people in the state. Twelve of 
them were appropriately honored by the Fort 
Collins Coloradoan newspaper as 1998 Lead
ership and Academic All-Stars, and I would 
like to honor them here today. 

Out of 67 teenagers nominated for the 
awards by teachers, parents and neighbors, 
these 12 stood out as particularly deserving of 
recognition: Loring Pfeiffer, Ryan Johnson, 
Robert "Bobby" Mosiman and Bret Peterson 
from Rocky Mountain High School; Elizabeth 
Leon and Steve Foster from Thompson Valley 
High School ; Caitlin Devereaux, Vue Xu and 
Tiffany Yaussi from Poudre High School; Dan
iel Salas from Fort Collins High School; Sam
uel Severance from Loveland High School; 
and Scott Wilkinson from Windsor High 
School. 
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Besides academic achievement, the criteria 

for Academic All-Star status includes excel
lence in leadership and community involve
ment. These future leaders of our community, 
state, and country are truly our greatest hope 
for a stronger nation. Please join me today in 
paying them tribute. 

RECOGNIZING NORTEL (NORTHERN 
TELECOM) 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
congratulate a good corporate citizen of mine, 
Nortel (Northern Telecom) for the critical role 
they are playing in advancing the Internet for 
the betterment of all mankind. 

Recently Donald J. Schuenke, Chairman of 
the Board of Norte! , was among a stellar list 
of guests at a White House unveiling of the 
largest and fastest research and education 
network in the world. The network, Abilene, is 
being developed by the University Corporation 
for Advanced Internet Development (UCAID) 
with the expertise of Norte!, Qwest Commu
nications, and Cisco Systems. Abilene will pro
vide an advanced backbone network for uni
versities participating in UCAID's lnternet2 
project. The unveiling was conducted by Vice 
President AL GORE who said the project " ... 
represents the kind of collaboration among 
government, industry and academia that 
leverages the expertise and resources of each 
entity, to enable technological advancements 
and innovation. This project will provide the 
technological leadership our nation needs as 
we prepare to enter the 21st century." 

Also attending the unveiling were Joseph P. 
Nacchio, president and CEO of Qwest, Dr. 
Douglas E. Van Houweling, UCAID's president 
and CEO, and John Morgridge, Chairman of 
the Board of Cisco. 

Abilene will allow networking capabilities 
which will enable researchers and educators 
to develop advanced applications for higher 
education. Nortel and Cisco Systems will pro
vide networking equipment that will enable the 
Abilene network's leading edge capabilities. 
Qwest will provide access to its state-of-the-art 
nationwide fiber optic network. . 

"Norte! is proud to be part of this important 
effort and to provide the most advanced 
equipment in the world to help Abilene de
velop cutting-edge applications that will make 
a real difference in the lives of constituents," 
said Schuenke. "This effort will allow re
searchers the security, capacity and reliability 
they will need to take technological innovation 
to a new plateau." 

It is expected that initial operation of Abilene 
will begin before the end of 1998, with full de
ployment completed within one year. The Abi
lene project will provide unparalleled net
working capabilities to the member universities 
of UCAID. It will provide advanced networking 
capabilities such as quality of service and 
multicasting and will interconnect with existing 
advanced research and education networks 
such as the very high performance Backbone 
Network Service (vBNS). 
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Norte! has been a leader in promoting the 

Internet in education. They have given gener
ously to schools both here in the District of 
Columbia and around the country by providing 
computers, access to the Internet, · teacher 
training and maintenance. They are also great 
believers in private-public partnerships. Greg 
Farmer who heads up Nortel's Washington, 
D.C. office is a leader in this area. Most re
cently he formed Partners in Technology, a 
public-private partnership aimed at ensuring all 
D.C. students have access to the Internet and 
teachers are trained to bring them into the 
21st Century. 

Norte! works with customers in more than 
150 countries to design, build and integrate 
their communications products and advanced 
digital networks. Norte! has about 27,000 em
ployees in the U.S. , more than in any other 
country. In · Nashville, they have about 1,200 
employees who work at the company's head
quarters or at Nortel's telephone remanufac
turing facility. They also have major facilities in 
Raleigh, North Carolina; Richardson, Texas; 
Atlanta, Georgia; Sunrise, Florida; and Santa 
Clara, California. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues will join 
me in congratulating Donald Schuenke and 
everyone at Norte! for the leadership role they 
are providing in lnternet2 and Next Generation 
Internet. 

IN HONOR OF RICHARD J. ERNST 

HON. THOMAS M. DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. DAVIS at Virginia. Mr. Speaker, my col
league Mr. WOLF, and I rise today to pay trib
ute to Dr. Richard J. Ernst on the occasion of 
his retirement as president of Northern Virginia 
Community College (NOVA). For thirty years, 
he has made outstanding contributions to Vir
ginia's educational system and to the commu
nity. 

Dick Ernst joined NOV A in 1968, when it 
was a three-year-old campus of five thousand 
students housed in a warehouse. Through his 
tireless efforts and dedication, NOVA has 
grown and developed into the second-largest 
multi-campus community college in the world. 
The NOVA system now includes five cam
puses serving more than sixty thousand credit 
students and three hundred thousand partici
pants in non-credit programs. The develop
ment of a sixth campus, the Medical Edu
cation campus, is in the preconstruction plan
ning stage. This incredible growth is due to 
Dick's endless vision and boundless energy 
that has been the hallmark of his leadership. 

Dick Ernst can take pride in the fact that it 
was his leadership that developed NOVA to 
one of the best community colleges in the na
tion. Today it offers training, classes and op
portunities to thousands of Northern Virginians 
from various racial, ethnic and economic back
grounds that, without Dick's efforts, they would 
not have. 

Throughout his educational career, Dick has 
been involved in numerous community organi-
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zations. In 1979- 80, Dick served as Interim 
Chancellor of the Virginia Community College 
System in addition to his duties as president 
of NOVA. His many activities include member
ship in the Fairfax County Chamber of Com
merce, the Northern Virginia Roundtable, the 
Advisory Council of the Northern Virginia Mi
nority Business and Professional Association, 
the Washington Dulles Task Force Advisory 
Council, and the Fairfax Committee of 100, 
and serving on the Board of Directors of the 
Fairfax Unit of the American Cancer Society, 
the American Automobile Association Potomac 
Advisory Board, and the Northern Virginia 
Community Foundation. 

The many honors and awards Dick Ernst 
has received include CEO of the Year by the 
Association of Community College Trustees, 
Blue Chip Community College Leader by the 
University of Texas National Survey, and Man 
of the Year by the National Council on Com
munity Services and Continuing Education. 

He received his baccalaureate degree in 
mathematics and science and his master's de
gree in administration from the University of 
Florida, and his doctoral degree from Florida 
State University. Dick and his wife Betty, a re
tired Fairfax County Public Schools educator, 
have seen their three children graduate from 
local area high schools and Virginia colleges 
and universities. 

Mr. Speaker, we know our colleagues join 
us in saluting Dr. Richard J. Ernst, whose edu
cational and civic contributions to the commu
nity have helped improve the quality of life for 
all Northern Virginians. 

SPECIAL TRIBUTE HONORING 
LINDSAY MCHOLME, LEGRAND 
SMITH SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, M ay 7, 1998 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great respect for the 'outstanding record 
of excellence he has compiled in academics, 
leadership and community service, that I am 
proud to salute Lindsay McHolme, winner of 
the 1998 LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This 
award is made to young adults who have 
demonstrated that they are truly committed to 
playing important roles in our Nation's future . 

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar
ship, Lindsay is being honored for dem
onstrating that same generosity of spirit, intel
ligence, responsible citizenship, and capacity 
for human service that distinguished the late 
LeGrand Smith of Somerset, Michigan. 

Lindsay McHolme is an exceptional student 
at Quincy High School and possesses an im
pressive high school record. She has been in
volved with the National Honor Society. Lind
say is also involved with the high school 
newspaper, student council , and the varsity 
club. She is a member of the varsity softball, 
basketball, and volleyball teams. Outside of 
school, Lindsay has been involved with bas
ketball coaching and tutoring. 

In special tribute, therefore, I am proud to 
join with her many admirers in extending my 
highest praise and congratulations to Lindsay 
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McHolme for her selection as a winner of a 
LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This honor is also 
a testament to the parents, teachers, and oth
ers whose personal interest, strong support 
and active participation contributed to her suc
cess. To this remarkable young woman, I ex
tend my most heartfelt good wishes for all her 
future endeavors. 

TRIBUTE TO ROLLING MEADOWS 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 1997 
HONOREES 

HON. PHIUP M. CRANE 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize several special business leaders in 
my district who will be honored today by the 
Rolling Meadows Chamber of Commerce. 

Tom Rivera, President of Greater Woodfield 
Convention and Visitors' Bureau, will be hon
ored as the 1997 Business Leader of the 
Year. Under Tom's guidance, the Bureau has 
grown to serve 13 northwest suburban com
munities, and produces more than $25 million 
in tourism business for the Greater Woodfield 
area. In addition, Tom is an active member of 
the boards of Northwest 2001 and the North
west Cultural Council. He also serves as the 
Co-Chair of the Illinois International Conven
tion Center Authority and "The Friends of the 
Northwest Suburbs." For the past four years, 
he has been the President of "Visit Illinois," 
the state's public and private sector tourism 
association which engaged in marketing, lob
bying and educational efforts on behalf of Illi
nois' tourism industry. In 1995, I was pleased 
to appoint him to serve on the White House 
Conference on Travel and Tourism. Tom is 
certainly an expert in his field and contributes 
a great deal to the Rolling Meadows commu
nity. 

Mr. John Conyers, Superintendent of Com
munity Consolidated School District 15 will be 
honored as the 1997 Community Leader of 
the Year. John is a dedicated educator, having 
been a classroom teacher and principal in 
inner-city and suburban schools. He is a mem
ber of the Advisory Committee to the State 
Superintendent of Schools, and also serves on 
the board of the Palatine Township Senior Cit
izen Council as well as the Roosevelt Univer
sity-Robin Campus Community Advising 
Board. In addition, he serves on the Board of 
Representatives of the Northwest Suburban 
Education to Careers Partnership. John also 
has had articles published in several well-re
spected educational trade journals, and has 
served as a member of the State of Illinois 
Governor's Commission on Japanese Econ
omy and Educational Interchange. Through 
John's participation, School District 15 has re
ceived a due amount of recognition of its ex
cellence. 

Incredible Technologies, Inc. will be honored 
as the Small Business of the Year for 1997. 
The company is the coin-operated game man
ufacturer of the popular Golden Tee 3D Golf 
game. The success of its games has earned 
the company a reputation for being able to de
velop innovative games that consumers enjoy 
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playing. The company, and its owners Elaine 
and Richard Ditton, have been in the Rolling 
Meadows business community since 1993. 

The City of Rolling Meadows has been se
lected to receive the 1997 Business Beautifi
cation Award. In the past four years, the City 
Council has transformed a virtually unidentifi
able downtown area into a place that area 
residents are proud of. A key improvement 
was a new community events sign, located in 
the downtown area, which has an electronic 
message board to relay messages related to 
city events and activities. 

Also receiving the 1997 Business Beautifi
cation Award is the Harris Bank Arlington
Meadows, a long-time member of the Rolling 
Meadows community. The new building con
structed in 1997 has given great appeal to the 
local downtown area. This state-of-the-art 
banking center adds convenience to residents' 
lives as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to congratulate 
these leaders of Rolling Meadows for their 
hard work and dedication. Rolling Meadows 
and the Eighth Congressional District of Illinois 
is a better place to live because of them. 

HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED 
CAREER OF MAYOR JOE B. JACK
SON 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday , May 7, 1998 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the distinguished career of a hard-work
ing, dedicated public servant, Mayor Joe B. 
Jackson. Mayor Jackson has served the City 
of Murfreesboro, my home town, for the past 
30 years. First as city councilman from 1968 
to 1982, then as Mayor until his retirement on 
May 7, 1998. 

During his tenure, Murfreesboro has grown 
from the quaint, southern, small town to one of 
the fastest growing cities in the nation. When 
Mayor Jackson began his public life, 
Murfreesboro's population was around 
25,00o-now, under his leadership, the popu
lation has grown to over 60,000. Although the 
growth has been tremendous, especially in the 
past ten years, Mayor Jackson has made sure 
we continue to maintain our exceptional qual
ity of life. 

Murfreesboro has faced many challenges 
since Mayor Jackson first took office. One was 
to successfully recruit more industry to the 
area, therefore providing better job opportuni
ties for young people. While many point to in
dustrial development as his single greatest ac
complishment, it has been his vision and lead
ership that has proven time and time again to 
bring our community together to do the long
range planning necessary. 

As the senior member of the council , he has 
always been the first one willing to learn. One 
of his greatest talents is his ability to look 
ahead, not just to the next week or next elec
tion, but his ability to look to the future and 
plan for the changes that lie ahead. 

Mayor Jackson has not only served at the 
helm of our fair city, but he has also held lead
ership positions as the past-president of the 
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Tennessee Municipal League and as a mem
ber of the Board of Directors at The National 
League of Cities. 

Although he may be retiring as Mayor, he is 
not retiring from public service-it's in his 
blood. Besides, we do not plan on letting him 
retire . I know I will turn to him for advice, and 
am confident future city leaders will do the 
same. 

It goes without saying that Mayor Jackson 
would not be the leader he is today without 
the support and guidance of one special indi
vidual, his wife, Frances. She not only helped 
raise three wonderful daughters, Janeese, 
Jodi and Jennifer, but she has always been 
there by his side through the ups and downs. 
Everyone in Murfreesboro knows their accom
plishments are joint accomplishments. 

On a personal note, Mayor Jackson has 
meant a great deal to me and my family. 
Mayor Jackson has known my parents since 
they all attended college together at Middle 
Tennessee State University. His family, along 
with mine, have been longtime members of 
Saint Mark's Methodist Church in 
Murfreesboro. 

Mayor Jackson, we will forever be indebted 
to you. Thank you for sharing your time and 
your love to help make Murfreesboro a better 
place to live for all of us. 

"WHAT AMERICA MEANS TO ME" 
ESSAY WINNER KYLE KITSCHER 

HON. BOB SCHAFFER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. SCHAFFER of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
the Fort Collins Elks Lodge No. 804 recently 
held a ceremony honoring three Fort Collins 
students for having written admirably on the 
subject of American citizenship. Their essays, 
entitled, "What America Means to Me," are 
fine examples of what we can expect when we 
encourage our children to articulate their patri
otism. 

This year's first-place winner is Kyle 
Kitscher, a fifth grader at Tavelli Elementary 
School. Allow me to share with you excerpts 
of his essay: 

America is my home. I was born here mak
ing me a legal citizen. Many people would 
like to live h ere and become citizens because 
of the freedom we enjoy. The kind of freedom 
America has is like this: We have the choice 
of who we want to marry or where we want 
to live. We have the choice of which religion 
we want to practice. 

America has a great history. We take bits 
and pieces of other cultures and blend them 
together for a new culture, this is diverse. 
America has g·ood land for growing food, 
minerals for production and clean water and 
plenty of land for everyone. 

Second and third place went to Kelly Taylor 
and Jordan Bowlby; both from Riffenburgh El
ementary School. They, too, are to be com
mended for superb writing on a subject so 
dear to us all. 

Let me take a moment to thank the Elks 
Lodge #804 in Fort Collins, which has spon
sored this competition now for 14 years. Their 
many years of contributions to elementary 
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education in Fort Collins are worthy of rec
ognition by the House. 

IN HONOR OF LIFE WITH CANCER 

HON. THOMAS M. DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday , May 7, 1998 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commend the lnova Fairfax Hospital 
Program, Life with Cancer, for its fine work 
helping cancer victims and their families cope 
with the disease and enhance their quality of 
life. Life with Cancer is entirely supported by 
community funds and offers its programs free 
of charge to patients in the Metropolitan 
Washington, D.C. area and their families and 
friends, regardless of where the patient is 
being treated. 

The group was started at Fairfax Hospital in 
1987 by a widower whose wife had died of 
cancer. He was left with two children and a 
great deal of emotional pain. He used his two
year experience of coping with his wife's ill
ness and its impact on his family to create a 
program to support families affected by cancer 
at all stages of the illness. The resulting pro
gram is one of the most comprehensive of its 
kind in the United States. Because the pro
gram is based in Fairfax Hospital, which treats 
more cancer patients than any other hospital 
in the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan area, 
program staff are able to work closely with 
highly skilled physicians and allied health care 
professionals to provide the most beneficial 
services to patients. 

Life with Cancer supports family members 
through the duration of the cancer experience 
by providing the most current information on 
cancer diagnoses, treatment, and psycho
social impact, assisting children and adults 
who have lost a loved one to cancer, collabo
rating with other heal~h care professionals to 
assure that patients and their families are re
ceiving comprehensive qnd coordinated serv
ices, and educating the community about can
cer and its impact. 

Classes available to patients and their fami
lies include: I Can Cope, a seminar discussing 
basic facts about coping with cancer, Look 
Good . .. Feel Better, for patients undergoing 
chemotherapy or radiation treatments, Spiritu
ality and Cancer, to help families reexamine 
their religious beliefs given the cancer experi
ence, and Humor and Cancer, to help patients 
and family members use humor as a means to 
strengthen their mental attitude toward cancer. 
Ongoing emotional support is provided by sup
port group and family meetings. Short-term 
counseling and crisis intervention is available 
for individual assistance. 

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues join me 
in thanking the staff and volunteers of Life with 
Cancer for their dedication to helping cancer 
victims and their families. This valuable pro
gram, which should serve as a national model, 
provides a much-needed network of support 
for those dealing with the impact of this dev
astating disease. 
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SPECIAL TRIBUTE HONORING AN-

DREW NEWHOUSE , LEGRAND 
SMITH SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, M ay 7, 1998 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great respect for the outstanding record 
of excellence he has compiled in academics, 
leadership and community service, that I am 
proud to salute Andrew Newhouse, winner of 
the 1998 LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This 
award is made to young adults who have 
demonstrated that they are truly committed to 
playing important roles in our Nation's future. 

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar
ship, Andrew is being honored for dem
onstrating that same generosity of spirit, intel
ligence, responsible citizenship, and capacity 
for human service that distinguished the late 
LeGrand Smith of Somerset, Michigan. 

Andrew Newhouse is an exceptional student 
at Jackson County Western High School and 
possesses an impressive high school record. 
He has been involved with the National Honor 
Society. Andrew is also involved with the 
Science Academic Games Team and the Jazz 
band. He is a member of the varsity cross 
country tack team. Outside of school Andrew, 
has been involved in volunteer work at his 
local church, taking a college class, and tutor
ing learning disabled students. 

In special tribute, Therefore, I am proud to 
join with his many admirers in extending my 
highest praise and congratulations to Andrew 
Newhouse for his selection as a winner of a 
LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This honor is also 
a testament to the parents, teachers, and oth
ers whose personal interest, strong support 
and active participation contributed to his suc
cess. To this remarkable young man, I extend 
my most heartfelt good wishes for all his fu
ture endeavors. 

RECOGNIZING DR. PATRICK DOYLE 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, M ay 7, 1998 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the tremendous contributions Dr. 
Patrick Doyle has made to Middle Tennessee 
State University (MTSU), his community and 
our environment. 

In 1972, as faculty advisor to the MTSU Bi
ology Club, Dr. Doyle instituted a recycling 
program on the school's campus. To date, the 
program has been responsible for the recy
cling of 9.2 million pounds of newspaper, one 
million pounds of office paper and 176,000 
pounds of aluminum cans. Students recycling 
on campus and individuals and businesses in 
Murfreesboro have contributed to Dr. Doyle's 
recycling efforts. 

My Murfreesboro district office staff and I 
are very grateful to Dr. Doyle and the biology 
students who collect our cans, newspaper and 
office paper for the recycling program. I am 
sure the students who have received scholar-
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ships, as a result of this program, are grateful 
as well. Over the past 20 years, funds totalling 
$400,000 have been used to assist over 200 
students through the more than 20 scholar
ships generated by the recycling program. 

Dr. Doyle has also taught an environmental 
problems course since the 1970s. One day, 
back in 1978, a fledgling Congressman visited 
Dr. Doyle's class. The students bombarded 
the freshman legislator with questions. He was 
genuinely concerned with the issues they 
raised. He told the students he would study 
the issues and get back with them. True to his 
word, he researched the students' questions 
and sent them a letter. Now, Vice President 
AL GORE is internationally known for his 
knowledge on environmental issues. 

Dr. Doyle is known for more than his envi
ronmental achievements. He has distinguished 
himself on the racquetball court, as well as in
troducing this Member of Congress to his first 
semester of college. 

I would like to congratulate Dr. Doyle on re
ceiving the Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the Tennessee Department of Environment 
and Conservation. 

Dr. Doyle, Thank you for the contributions 
you have made to Middle Tennessee State 
University and the Murfreesboro community. 

A TRIBUTE TO OUR GOLD STAR 
MOTHERS 

HON. JON D. FOX 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to our Gold Star 
Mothers, who have suffered the terrible losses 
of their sons and daughters for the defense of 
our nation. 

We must offer the gratefulness of this Na
tion to the mothers who have made the great
est of all sacrifices to our country, their chil 
dren. 

The plight of the Gold Star Mothers is being 
remembered in Philadelphia in a production 
entitled "Reflections-Going Home" in which 
students from the Thomas Edison High School 
are participating. The Play was written, pro
duced and directed by one of my constituents, 
Vietnam Veteran Frank "Bud" Kowalewski. I 
commend his tireless work in offering our 
young people the opportunity to honor lost 
lives, and teaching them the nature of valor 
and patriotism. The play strives to educate the 
nation on the sacrifices made by Gold Star 
Mothers. I congratulate the cast on their 
achievements in reminding us all the true rea
son we celebrate Memorial Day in America. 

God bless the Gold Star Mothers. We hum
bly offer our tears, humility and gratitude as a 
nation. 

We pray there will be no more lives unnec
essarily lost and no more tears. God love and 
protect all of our brave soldiers in this great 
Nation. 

May 7, 1998 
40TH ANNIVER SAR Y OF THE 

SOUHTHEASTERN COLORADO 
WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT 

HON. BOB SCHAFFER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. SCHAFFER of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 40th Anniversary of 
the Southeastern Colorado Water Conser
vancy District and to share with you a brief 
history of water development in Colorado's Ar
kansas River Valley. 

In 1859, discovery of gold in Colorado 
brought many settlers to the Arkansas River 
Valley, but few were successful in their search 
for wealth . More and more gold seekers 
turned to farming to provide for themselves 
and their families. As permanent settlements 
were established, farmers discovered normal 
rainfall was inadequate for agriculture. The era 
of irrigation had begun. 

Early irrigation in the valley depended on 
available stream runoff from the Arkansas 
River and its tributaries. As irrigation farming 
increased, a demand developed for late-sea
son water which could not be supplied by un
regulated streamflow. Storage reservoirs were 
needed. As a result, farmer-owned irrigation 
companies were formed between 1890 and 
1910. These companies constructed several 
storage reservoirs having a total storage ca
pacity of nearly 600,000 acre-feet. In addition, 
they received water from transmountain diver
sion systems originally importing only a few 
thousand acre-feet annually. 

After years of drought and hardship, and nu
merous discussions amqng the residents of 
the Arkansas Valley, the plan to form a water 
conservancy district was put forward. Early 
leaders of water development Harold Christy, 
Charlie Boustead and Charlie Beise, visited 
numerous meetings of canal companies to ex
plain the needs and usefulness of a district 
with taxing power. Petitions to create such a 
district were then circulated throughout the 
community. 

On May 13, 1958, the Southeastern Colo
rado Water Conservancy District was formed. 
At that time, the District Board of Directors 
were named and included Charles Irwin, Frank 
Dilley, Selby Yount, Wayne Bennett, Herbert 
Schroeder, Frank Milenski, Elmer Martin, 
James Shoun, James Wagner, Kenneth Shaw, 
Sid Nichols, Roy Cooper, David Ciruli , Harold 
Christy and William Bauserman. 

Just four years later, the Fryingpan-Arkan
sas Project, a plan to divert additional flows 
from the western slope, gained approval. On 
August 16, 1962, President John F. Kennedy 
traveled to Pueblo, Colorado to sign Public 
Law 87-590 authorizing the project. At that 
time he stated, "There is no more valuable 
lesson for a President . . . than to come to a 
river and see what grows next to it and come 
to this city * * * this platform, and know how 
vitally important water is." 

Water is indeed a necessity to the people of 
the Arkansas River Valley. The Southeastern 
Colorado Water Conservancy District for the 
last forty years has been the driving force be
hind proper water management within the val
ley and it is for that reason that I honor them 
today. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO PRESIDENT SPECIAL TRIBUTE HONORING 
LEE TENG-HUI OF THE REPUB- RANDY VANWAGEN , LEGRAND 
LIC OF CHINA SMITH SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, President Lee Teng-hui and Vice 
President Lein Chan of the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) will be celebrating their first anniver
sary in office on May 20, 1998. They have 
done an excellent job leading their country. 

Everything about Taiwan is forward looking. 
It has successfully weathered the current 
Asian financial crisis. In the last year, Presi
dent Lee and Vice President Lien have main
tained a steady economic growth, expanded 
substantive relations with a number of coun
tries and sought a continuing dialogue with 
mainland China. 

On the eve of their second anniversary in 
office, I join my colleagues in wishing Presi
dent Lee and Vice President Lien continuing 
success in leading their country. 

BRIGANTINE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL NAMED KINDNESS 
SCHOOL IN NEW JERSEY 

HON. FRANK A. LoBIONDO 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. LoBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, in a time 
when the evening news is characterized by 
conflict and turmoil, it is nice to come across 
the story of Brigantine Elementary School. 
Last year, Brigantine Elementary was named 
the kindest school in my home state of New 
Jersey. The school received the award after 
students were urged to perform acts of kind
ness every day during the month of October. 
The students responded by performing 50,000 
good deeds. Some of these acts included 
helping parents or calling a sick relative. 

The month of May is Kindness Awareness 
Month in New Jersey. During this month, Brig
antine Elementary's kindness program will be 
promoted as a model for other schools in the 
state. Brigantine Elementary's success is eas
ily replicated. Their kindness program was de
veloped as a means to reinforce basic values 
in their students. Administrator, teachers, and 
parents worked cooperatively to develop the 
kindness program to support a mission of de
veloping good citizenship qualities in a rich 
multi cultural setting. Working on a "Kindness 
is Contagious" theme, the school set goals for 
each student, had students record their 
progress and encouraged parents to partici
pate with their children. 

The work of these students profoundly dem
onstrates that each individual can make a dif
ference. They have proven that kindness is in
deed contagious as other schools in the state 
embrace the model of their program. I want to 
commend the work of the students, staff and 
parents at Brigantine Elementary. I am proud 
of the dedication they have shown to make 
their community a better place. 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great respect for the outstanding record 
of excellence he has compiled in academics, 
leadership and community service, that I am 
proud to salute Randy VanWagen , winner of 
the 1998 LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This 
award is made to young adults who have 
demonstrated that they are truly committed to 
playing important roles in our Nation's future. 

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar
ship, Randy is being honored for dem
onstrating that same generosity of spirit, intel
ligence, responsible citizenship, and capacity 
for human service that distinguished the late 
LeGrand Smith of Somerset, Michigan. 

Randy VanWagen is an exceptional student 
at Columbia Central High School and pos
sesses an impressive high school record. He 
has been involved with the National Honor So
ciety. Randy is also involved with the Student 
Council, the English Essay and Social 
Sciences Academic Teams, and is the founder 
and president of the Varsity Club. He is a 
member of the varsity Football, Wrestling, and 
Track teams. Outside of school Randy has 
been involved in volunteer work and computer 
graphics. 

In special tribute, therefore, I am proud to 
join with his many admirers in extending my 
highest praise and congratulations to Randy 
VanWagen for his selection as a winner of a 
LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This honor is also 
a testament to the parents, teachers, and oth
ers whose personal interest, strong support 
and active participation contributed to his suc
cess. To this remarkable young man, I extend 
my most heartfelt good wishes for all his fu
ture endeavors. 

DRUG INTERDICTION 

HON. PHIUP M. CRANE 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
add another line of defense in our Nation's 
war against drugs by introducing legislation 
today to strengthen drug interdiction efforts by 
the U.S. Customs Service. As my colleagues 
know, drug use, particularly among teenagers, 
is widespread and skyrocketing. A critical 
prong in Congress' attack on illicit drug use is 
stopping the flow of drugs across our nation's 
borders before they fall into the hands of our 
children. 

As the Federal agency responsible for pro
tecting the nation's borders, the U.S. Customs 
Service is our front line in fighting the war on 
drugs. Customs seized nearly 1 million pounds 
of illegal drugs last year, more than all other 
Federal agencies combined. In 1997 alone, 
over 118 million automobiles, 9.3 million 
trucks, 321 ,000 railcars and 4.5 million sea 
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containers entered the United States creating 
an enormous window of opportunity for drug 
smugglers and a massive drug enforcement 
dilemma for Customs. 

To provide Customs with the necessary re
sources to police our borders, my legislation 
authorizes a significant increase in the number 
of inspectors and narcotics detection equip
ment along the U.S. borders with Mexico and 
Canada, as well as providing additional per
sonnel and equipment at Florida and Gulf 
Coast Seaports and major metropolitan drug 
distribution centers such as Chicago, New 
York, Miami and Los Angeles. The war on 
drugs is winnable, but it can't be fought with 
words alone. My anti-drug smuggling bill sup
plies Customs with the necessary arsenal to 
defeat the ugly scourge that is casting a dark 
shadow over our nation. 

THE TECHNICAL WORKERS 
FAIRNESS ACT OF 1998 

HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-McDONALD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Ms: MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to introduce the Technical Workers 
Fairness Act of 1998. This bill, and its com
panion bill, S. 1924 offered by Sens. Connie 
Mack (R-FL) and John Kerry (D-MA), would 
repeal Section 1706 of the 1986 Tax Reform 
Act in order to provide the necessary tax relief 
for the technical services industry. 

Since the passage of the 1986 Tax Reform 
Act, Section 1706 added a new subsection (d) 
to Section 530 of the Revenue Act of 1978. 
For those businesses classified as "technical 
services firms," Section 1706 removed the 
Section 530 employment tax safe havens that 
otherwise apply to all other types of busi
nesses that use the services of independent 
contractors. These Section 530 safe havens 
were enacted by Congress in 1978 to protect 
business taxpayers, especially small busi
nesses, from arbitrary IRS decisions inter
preting the common law employment test in 
employment tax audits. 

Yet Section 1706 singles out one group of 
taxpayers. As a result of Section 1706, tech
nical services firms must prove to the IRS that 
their hired workers meet the qualifications as 
independent contractors under the centuries
old common law employment test. Even if the 
firm can prove that the employment of the 
independent contractor is consistent with in
dustry practice or a relevant court ruling, all of 
which constitutes a "safe haven" under Sec
tion 53Q-none of these factors are relevant 
because of the enactment of Section 1706. 

The harm caused to the technical services 
industry and its employees is real. There is no 
rationale as to why a business could be se
verely penalized by the IRS and forced to pay 
employment taxes despite the fact that the 
contractors have already paid these same 
taxes in full. Unfortunately, some IRS auditors 
have used Section 1706 to claim that even in
corporated independent contractors are not le
gitimate. Faced with the obstacle of meeting 
the requirements of the common law employ
ment test to prove a worker's status to the 
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IRS, many technical services firms will simply 
refuse to hire any independent contractors in 
order to avoid tempting an IRS audit. 

In 1991, the Treasury Department issued a 
1 00-page study of Section 1706, as required 
by Congress. The Study found that tax compli
ance is actually better-than-average among 
technical services workers compared to other 
contractors in other industries. In addition, 
Section 1706 is the only occasion since the 
enactment of Section 530 that Congress has 
ever cut back on the safe haven protections in 
Section 530. Furthermore, in 1996, Congress 
expanded the Section 530 protection and shift
ed the burden from the taxpayer to the IRS. 

In light of the unfairness of Section 1706, I 
believe it is time to move for its repeal so that 
technical services firms will be allowed to 
compete on a level playing field. As the Rank
ing Member of the Tax, Finance and Exports 
subcommittee, I am pleased to take these 
steps to remove this discriminatory provision. 

THE AMERICAN ECONOMY 
PROTECTION ACT 

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, today I 
joined my colleagues, Jo ANN EMERSON and 
RoN KLINK, to introduce a bill to protect the 
economy of the United States. Specifically, 
this bill will prohibit the use of federal funds for 
any implementation of the Kyoto Protocol to 
the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change until Senate ratification. This 
bill is companion language to Senator 
ASHCROFT's bill S. 2019. 

The Kyoto Protocol requires the United 
States to reduce its greenhouse gas emis
sions to seven percent below 1990 levels by 
2008-2012. Other industrialized nations must 
meet a similarly strict timetable. Meanwhile, 
the Kyoto Protocol exempts 132 developing 
nations, including China, India, Brazil, and 
Mexico, from any greenhouse gas reduction, 
even though these four nations alone are ex
pected to emit half of the world's greenhouse 
gases by the year 2050. This creates a two
tiered environmental obligation, forcing the en
tire burden to reduce greenhouse emissions 
on industrialized nations while turning the de
veloping world into a pollution enterprise zone. 
This won't eliminate greenhouse gases, or 
succeed in reversing global warming, it will 
just change their point of production. 

American families receive the brunt of the 
burden imposed by the Kyoto Protocol. The 
Wharton Econometric Forecasting Associates 
(WEFA), a well respected economic firm, has 
estimated the Kyoto Protocol would result in 
Americans paying 50 cents more for a gallon 
of gasoline and more than $2,000 per Amer
ican household. WEFA also estimates the Pro
tocol could result in the United States losing 
over a million jobs each year over a 15 year 
period. 

Even the Clinton Administration, strong sup
porters of the Kyoto Protocol, admits it could 
add $70 to $110 to the average American 
household's annual energy bill. And these esti-
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mates were based on several highly optimistic 
assumptions by White House economists. 

Furthermore, the United States Department 
of Energy studied the impact the Kyoto Pro
tocol will have on six major manufacturing in
dustries. Results indicate that the Kyoto tar
gets and timetables to limit greenhouse gas 
emissions are tantamount to pink slips for the 
American worker. Studying petroleum refining, 
pulp and paper making, cement, steel, basic 
chemicals, and aluminum, the Department of 
Energy forecasts hundreds of thousands of 
American jobs lost and the suppliers for these 
materials moving to developing nations. Again, 
worldwide emissions won't be reduced, they 
will be shipped overseas, just like American 
jobs. 

The U.S. Constitution confers on the Senate 
the responsibility to evaluate a treaty on its 
merits and then to give or withhold its advice 
and consent. As an indicator of where the 
Senate stands on this issue, last year the 
Senate passed S. Res. 98 by a vote of 95-Q, 
expressing the sense of the Senate that the 
United States should not sign onto any treaty 
placing America at a competitive disadvantage 
during the climate change negotiations in 
Kyoto, Japan. 

In Kyoto, the Clinton Administration com
pletely ignored the Senate position, and did 
exactly the opposite. Now, there is wide con
cern that the Administration is working 
proactively to implement the Kyoto targets 
through regulatory fiat. Part of this stems from 
the Environmental Protection Agency indi
cating its plan to draft new Clean Air rules en
acting portions of the Kyoto Protocol. 

The American Economy Protection Act will 
insure that the Kyoto Protocol is not imple
mented through the regulatory process. The 
Founding Fathers in their infinite wisdom pro
vided that the Senate should be a check and 
balance on international treaties through the 
ratification process. This bill maintains the in
tegrity of the U.S. Constitution and supports 
continued economic growth in the United 
States. I urge your support of this bill. 

SPECIAL TRIBUTE HONORING JER
EMY BAYER, LEGRAND SMITH 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great respect for the outstanding record 
of excellence he has compiled in academics, 
leadership and community service, that I am 
proud to salute Jeremy Bayer, winner of the 
1998 LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This award 
is made to young adults who have dem
onstrated that they are truly committed to play
ing important roles in our Nation's future. 

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar
ship, Jeremy is being honored for dem
onstrating that same generosity of spirit, intel
ligence, responsible citizenship, and capacity 
for human service that distinguished the late 
LeGrand Smith of Somerset, Michigan. 

Jeremy Bayer is an exceptional student at 
Northwest High School and possesses an im-
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pressive high school record. He has been in
volved with the National Honor Society. Jer
emy is also involved with the Science team 
and the Chi Alpha/Religious Club. He is a 
member of the varsity soccer, swimming and 
track teams. Outside of school Jeremy, has 
been involved with the Boy Scout Explorers 
and served as a soccer referee and soccer 
camp counselor. 

In special tribute, Therefore, I am proud to 
join with his many admirers in extending my 
highest praise and congratulations to Jeremy 
Bayer for his selection as a winner of a 
LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This honor is also 
a testament to the parents, teachers, and oth
ers whose personal interest, strong support 
and active participation contributed to his suc
cess. To this remarkable young man, I extend 
my most heartfelt good wishes for all his fu
ture endeavors. 

YOUNG NOAH FRANK' S POEM " I 
WANT TO BE'' 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 
Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, in honor of Na

tional Poetry Month, I would like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate a young con
stituent of mine, Noah Frank, who recently 
won the grand prize for his age group in the 
national "River of Words" competition for his 
poem "I Want to Be." 

Noah Frank, a second-grader at Lakeshore 
Elementary School in San Francisco, displays 
in his poem remarkable wit and maturity, as 
well as a concrete grasp of the English lan
guage. Most importantly, however, his poem 
poignantly expresses the joy of exploring our 
world through the imagination. 

I can't think of a better theme for National 
Poetry Month. Through poetry we exercise not 
only the vitality of language and thought; we 
exercise our imaginations. It is our imagina
tions that allow us to wonder. 

I WANT TO B E 

I want to be a dogfish 
and catch a leaping catfish 
with whiskers as long as a stream. 
And I want to be 
the rain trinkling down on the world 
telling it it's springtime. 

TAX FREEDOM DAY 

HON. RON PACKARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday , May 7, 1998 

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Tax Freedom Day, which we will cel
ebrate this Sunday, May 10. Tax Freedom 
Day marks the day when American taxpayers 
have symbolically "paid off' their total tax bur
den and may begin working for themselves, 
not the government. 

The truth is, taxpayers are spending more 
than one-third of their work time paying for 
wasteful government spending and unneces
sary bureaucracies. The average American 
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has worked 45 days this year to pay personal 
income taxes, 38 days to pay payroll taxes, 18 
days for sales and excise taxes, and 12 days 
for property taxes. Two additional weeks are 
consumed by corporate income taxes not to 
mention 3 more days spent paying miscella
neous taxes. This is totally unacceptable
Americans should not have to work 129 days 
out of the year simply to support the govern
ment. 

Not only do Americans pay outrageously 
high taxes, they are being taxed for the wrong 
reasons. Taxpayers should not be penalized 
for getting married, investing their money or 
saving for the futl!re. These taxes are contrary 
to common sense, and they defy basic Amer
ican values. It is up to us to reform the tax 
code so that Americans will no longer have to 
send their money to Washington for bureauc
racies and programs that do not work. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
with me in celebration of Tax Freedom Day. 
Let's take this opportunity to reaffirm our com
mitment to lower taxes and cut government 
spending. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO PRESIDENT 
LEE TENG-HUI 

HON. ROBERT SMITH 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, two 
years ago, on May 20, 1996, Dr. Lee Teng-hui 
and Dr. Lien Chan were sworn into office as 
the ninth President and Vice President of the 
Republic of China on Taiwan. In the last two 
years, Lee and Lien have accomplished a 
great deal for their country. 

For instance, Taiwan has continued to re
duce its trade surplus with the United States 
and maintained its economic and political 
growth. It has brilliantly survived the current 
Asian financial crisis. It is also worthwhile to 
mention that Taiwan's process of democratiza
tion is continuing and has drawn praise from 
Western press. 

It is time we should recognize Taiwan for it 
is a democratic, free enterprising country, wor
thy of respect and admiration. 

I have enjoyed working with Taiwan's Rep
resentative in Washington, Ambassador Ste
phen Chen. He and his aides have kept me 
totally informed of the developments in Tai
wan. They are hardworking diplomats. 

Congratulations to the Republic of China on 
its president's second anniversary in office. 

WARM WELCOME TO EAST 
JESSAMINE MIDDLE SCHOOL 

HON. SCOTIY BAESLER 
OF KEN'l'UCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. BAESLER. Mr. Speaker, I am once 
again pleased and honored to welcome to our 
Capital City the eighth grade class from East 
Jessamine Middle School. These bright and 
ambitious students have traveled to Wash-
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ington from the heart of the Bluegrass State, 
Nicholasville, Kentucky. Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
the great American poet once wrote, "It is nat
ural enough to suppose that the center and 
heart of America is the Capitol, and certainly, 
in its outward aspect, the world has not many 
a statelier or more beautiful edifices." I join 
with these students in their excitement to ex
plore and learn more about the history and ori
gin of the Capitol. I am proud of these eighth 
graders and thankful to their teachers for 
bringing history alive for them. I wish them the 
best for a most memorable trip in Washington, 
D.C. 

SPECIAL TRIBUTE HONORING 
CHRISTINA ZIEGLER, LEGRAND 
SMITH SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great respect for the outstanding record 
of excellence she has compiled in academics, 
leadership and community service, that I am 
proud to salute Christina Ziegler, winner of the 
1998 LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This award 
is made to young adults who have dem
onstrated that they are truly committed to play
ing important roles in our Nation's future. 

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar
ship, Christina is being honored for dem
onstrating that same generosity of spirit, intel
ligence, responsible citizenship, and capacity 
for human service that. distinguished the late 
LeGrand Smith of Somerset, Michigan. 

Christina Ziegler is an exceptional student at 
Litchfield High School and possesses an im
pressive high school record. She has been in
volved with the National Honor Society. Chris
tina is also involved with the high school 
Spanish club, and the varsity cross country, 
volleyball and track teams. Outside of school, 
Christina, has been involved with her church 
youth group and various other community ac
tivities. 

In special tribute, Therefore, I am proud to 
join with her many admirers in extending my 
highest praise and congratulations to Christina 
Ziegler for her selection as a winner of a 
LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This honor is also 
a testament to the parents, teachers, and oth
ers whose personal interest, strong support 
and active participation contributed to her suc
cess. To this remarkable young woman, I ex
tend my most heartfelt good wishes for all her 
future endeavors. 

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL BERRY 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec
ognize the achievements of Michael Berry as 
he receives the 1998 Ellis Island Medal of 
Honor on Saturday, May 9, 1998. The Na
tional Ethnic Coalition, the largest ethnic and 
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heritage organization in the United States, pre
sents these medals each year to recognize 
exceptional humanitarian efforts and out
standing contributions to our country. 

In Michael Berry they have found an indi
vidual who truly exemplifies the spirit of this 
award. 

Mr. Berry has devoted his life to the welfare 
of the Arab American community, both in 
America and abroad. While Mr. Berry has 
often been described as the "elder Statesman 
of the Arabic Community" he has always 
shunned such titles, believing instead that his 
work should speak for itself. 

Having witnessed the efforts of Michael 
Berry for three decades, I know it would re-

. quire volumes to capture the depth and inten
sity of the great work and magnificent con
tributions of his service. And, more impor
tantly, I know there is no final chapter because 
his work is ongoing. 

The achievements of Michael Berry in the 
legal, civic, social, humanitarian and public 
service fields are spread across his home 
community of Dearborn, the metro-Detroit 
area, the State of Michigan, the United States, 
and of course the international community. 

Michael Berry served his community through 
the Dearborn United Community Services, the 
Southeast Dearborn Civic Association, the 
Wayne County Citizens Committee on Juve
nile Delinquency, the Executive Board of the 
March of Dimes, and St. Jude's Hospital for 
which he received the Danny Thomas Award 
for furthering the goals of the Hospital. 

He served as a member and Chairman of 
the Board of the Wayne County Road Com
mission for over 15 years. This service was 
recognized when the International Terminal at 
Metro Detroit Airport was named the Michael 
Berry International Terminal. 

Michael Berry served his state on the Michi
gan Committee for Racial and Ethnic Minority 
Equality and on the Michigan Supreme Court's 
Task Force for ethnic and racial discrimination 
in the courts. 

He served his nation as a member of the 
American Task Force for Lebanon. He was 
selected by the United States Information 
Service as an exemplary first generation Leba
nese American in published materials cir
culated overseas and he was sponsored by 
the U.S. Department of State Bureau of Edu
cation and Cultural Affairs to participate in a 
speaking tour of the Near East in 1966. 

Michael Berry served the Arab American 
community at home and abroad. He served as 
the first ever Muslim co-chairperson of the 
Greater Detroit Conference of Christians, Jews 
and Muslims when "Muslims" was added to 
this generations-old organization. He was 
President for over twenty years of the Cedars 
of Lebanon Bar Association, now known as 
the Arab American Bar Association. 

Michael Berry has been cited many times 
for his humanitarian efforts. He and other Leb
anese-American leaders were instrumental in 
sending $1.6 million worth of medical supplies 
and equipment to three supply-drained hos
pitals in Lebanon in 1992. 

He was the first co-chairman of the United 
American Lebanese Association and was 
awarded the National Order of Cedar of Leb
anon by the Lebanese Government on Octo
ber 21 , 1993. 
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Mr. Speaker, it is with high admiration that 

I rise today to salute the a·chievements of a 
wonderful friend and world citizen as he re
ceives this most prestigious award. 

PRESIDENT LEE TENG-HUI OF 
TAIWAN 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, the voters in Tai
wan went to the polls two years ago to elect 
the first democratic head of state in Chinese 
history. Incumbent Lee Teng-hui received 54% 
of the vote, far outdistancing his three rivals 
and sending the world an unmistakable mes
sage that true democracy has arrived in the 
Republic of China. 

I want to take this opportunity to congratu
late the people of Taiwan on their president's 
second anniversary in office. I was there to 
see him sworn into office, as part of the official 
United States delegation representing Presi
dent Clinton, and it was an awesome sight. I 
offer my congratulations to President Lee for 
his unwavering determination to make his 
country one of Asia's liveliest democracies 
and the example how profitable a free and 
democratic Chinese society can be. 

President Lee's election victory in 1996 has 
thrust him onto the international stage and put 
him in the company of the world leaders. He 
has been nominated for the Nobel Peace 
Prize for his vision and his leadership in 
democratic and economic matters. His re
peated attempts to reach out to Chinese lead
ers have won him worldwide praise. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in of
fering our collective congratulations to Presi
dent Lee for his tremendous international ac
complishments. 

HIGHER E DUCATION AMENDMENTS 
OF 1998 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ALLEN BOYD, JR. 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, M ay 6, 1998 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration t he bill (H.R. 6) to extend t he 
authorization of programs under the High er 
Education Act of 1965, and for ot her pur
poses: 

Mr. BOYD. Mr. Chairman, in a recent press 
conference, President Clinton said that "the 
most principled compromise will leave both 
sides unhappy." Every person in this chamber 
knows the truth in that statement. 

Our colleagues, Mr. Goodling and Mr. Kil
dee, have produced such a principled com
promise on the student loan interest rate issue 
in H.R. 6. This agreement is the result of a 
year of difficult negotiations, and I believe that 
we should respect and honor their efforts. As 
Mr. Kildee pointed out the other day on the 
floor, the compromise is based on the Admin-
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istration's proposal to set the student interest 
rate at a point where it will be the lowest it has 
been in 17 years. 

We need to ensure that this compromise is 
written into law. There is no time left for polit
ical posturing as the July 1st deadline is just 
days away. . 

I want to thank my colleagues on the Edu
cation and Workforce Committee for their fine 
work on this principled compromise and urge 
my colleagues in the House to encourage the 
Senate to ratify it at the earliest possible data. 

NATIONAL CORRE CTIONS 
OFFICERS WEEK 

HON. J.C. WATTS, JR. 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, dur
ing this National Correctional Officers and Em
ployees Week, I wish to commend all of the 
officers and staff who work in correctional fa
cilities in my home state of Oklahoma. In fact, 
every American owes a debt of gratitude to 
the men and women who work in our Federal 
and State correctional facilities all across our 
country. 

Every day, hundreds of Americans are the 
victims of crime. Hopes and dreams are 
dashed by arsonists. Families are shattered by 
domestic abuse. Lives are taken and property 
lost. Often times, the only ones who stand be
tween our personal safety and criminals are 
our brave men and women who work in law 
enforcement, especially those who work in 
correctional facilities. Correctional officers are 
given the special task of dealing with society's 
most incorrigible criminals, while seeking to re
form those souls who may yet be turned away 
from a wasted life of crime. 

We owe special thanks this week to the 22 
Federal Bureau of Prisons officers and em
ployees who have died in the line of duty 
since 1901 . They gave their lives and sac
rificed their futures to keep our families safe. 
We must keep the families of some of the 
more recently lost officers and employees in 
our prayers. 

We also owe our gratitude to the public 
servants who have excelled in their duties and 
improved the quality of federal prison facilities . 
We owe our thanks to the people whom the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons has judged worthy 
of its highest awards for merit in 1998. These 
fine Americans include Thelma Olivares, who 
was named Supervisor of the Year; David 
Wedeking, who was named Department Head 
of the Year; Stephanie Gibson, who was 
named Employee of the Year; Charles Morris, 
who was named Correctional Officer of the 
Year; and Kristen Lunsford-Holley, who was 
named the Doug Krittenbrink Rookie of the 
Year. 

America's correctional officers and employ
ees are the difference between safe neighbor
hoods and senseless tragedy. Their efforts to 
reform young offenders while there is still 
hope, and their work to keep dangerous felons 
securely behind bars and away from our fami
lies are contributions which all too often go un
noticed. Hopefully, during this National Correc-
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tional Officers and Employees Week, we will 
all reflect and be thankful that our country en
joys protection because we have the world's 
finest correctional employees. 

SPECIAL TRIBUTE HONORING 
ANNE KELLOGG, L EGRAND 
SMITH SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday , May 7, 1998 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great respect for the outstanding record 
of excellence he has compiled in academics, 
leadership and community service, that I am 
proud to salute Anne Kellogg, winner of the 
1998 LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This award 
made to young adults who have demonstrated 
that they are truly committed to playing impor
tant roles in our Nation's future. 

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar
ship, Anne is being honored for demonstrating 
that same generosity of spirit, intelligence, re
sponsible citizenship, and capacity for human 
service that distinguished the late LeGrand 
Smith of Somerset, Michigan. 

Anne Kellogg is an exceptional student at 
Marshall High School and possesses an im
pressive high school record. She has been in
volved with the National Honor Society. Anne 
is also involved with the Student Government, 
serving as the Class President for four years 
and the Student Council President her senior 
year. She is also a member of the varsity soc
cer and volleyball teams. Outside of school , 
Anne has been a representative for the United 
Way, a D.A.R.E. role model and has volun
teered at the Tendercare Nursing Home in 
Marshall. 

In special tribute, therefore, I am proud to 
join with her many admirers in extending my 
highest praise and congratulations to Anne 
Kellogg for her selection as a winner of a 
LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This honor is also 
a testament to the parents, teachers, and oth
ers whose personal interest, strong support 
and active participation contributed to her suc
cess. To this remarkable young woman, I ex
tend my most heartfelt good wishes for all her 
future endeavors. 

MEDICAL INNOVATION TAX 
CREDIT ACT 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, along 
with my colleague SAM JOHNSON, to introduce 
legislation that would make it easier for med
ical schools, teaching hospitals, and not-for
profit hospitals in the United States to conduct 
potentially life-saving medical research. The 
enactment of the Medical Innovation Tax 
Credit would provide an important incentive for 
companies to fund more clinical research at 
these institutions. This bill would .establish an 
incremental , 20 percent tax credit in a new 
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section of the Internal Revenue Code for com
panies that conduct clinical testing research 
activities at U.S. medical schools and teaching 
hospitals. To get the tax credit, companies 
would undertake clinical testing activities at 
defined academic institutions: medical schools, 
teaching hospitals owned by, or affiliated with, 
an institution of higher education, and chari
table research hospitals designated as cancer 
centers by the National Cancer Institute of the 
National Institute of Health. No tax credit 
would be available for clinical research activity 
conducted outside the U.S. 

This proposal comes at a time of sub
stantive upheaval and transformation in our 
nation's health care system. As we all know, 
our medical schools and teaching hospitals 
are the backbone of innovation in American 
medicine. They are the places where scientific 
discovery intersects with patient care and 
medical and health professions training. But 
today these institutions are facing significant fi
nancial challenges due to fundamental 
changes in the health care system. Whereas 
medical schools and teaching hospitals used 
to be able to fund some research from excess 
patient care revenues, in the new competitive 
environment these institutions can no longer 
command higher prices from insurers simply 
because they fulfill the unique and critical mis
sions of research and education. Additional 
private sector investment in our Nation's re
search and development is needed so medical 
schools and teaching hospitals can continue to 
fulfill their social missions. 

I am concerned that while the clinical re
search market is booming, medical schools 
and teaching hospitals are losing market share 
for clinical testing research activities. The 
Medical Innovation Tax Credit would provide 
some assistance to these institutions, but 
would also stimulate them to continue improv
ing their efficiency in operating the clinical re
search enterprise. And since the tax credit is 
narrowly tailored, its potential cost to the gov
ernment is relatively small. 

We need some way to help these institu
tions that is market-based and incentive driv
en. This proposal presents a creative way to 
encourage companies to conduct more clinical 
trials in the United States. It will arrest the de
clining share of trials conducted at these insti
tutions and help alleviate some of the financial 
pressures they are experiencing. The Medical 
Innovation Tax Credit will provide needed re
sources for medical schools and teaching hos
pitals to maintain the robust research base 
necessary for high quality health-oriented edu
cation. Finally, it will strengthen the intellectual 
partnership between the private sector and 
medical schools and teaching hospitals to help 
ensure America's continued world leadership 
in research and innovation. I am proud to in
troduce this legislation and urge my col
leagues to support a measure that will benefit 
all Americans. 
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THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
BATTLE OF PALO ALTO 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, 152 years ago 
today, the first battle of the Mexican-American 
War was waged at Palo Alto, Texas, setting in 
motion a history which still fascinates and 
touches us today. When the war was over 2 
years later, the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo 
changed the face of our nation and forever 
shaped our relationship with Mexico. 

The historical significance of this war and its 
aftermath was a defining one for the young 
nation of the United States; for the Republic of 
Mexico; and for the descendants of both coun
tries who populate our communities today. 
The Mexican-American War has consistently 
been a major omission in U.S. history. That 
omission has a hidden cost. Because who we 
are is shaped by our history, we need to know 
that history. But it is not the past that shapes 
our future, it is today's new era of cooperation 
existing between the United States and Mex
ico. 

Since the days when the United States and 
Mexico met on the battlefield, their descend
ants have grown together as flowers upon 
their graves. Our cultures and traditions are 
intermingled, not by design, but by fate and 
circumstance. We understand that our futures 
are interwoven; we share an economic and 
cultural bond. 

The most important element of this shared 
bond is the North Atlantic Free Trade Agree
ment (NAFTA). The spirit of NAFTA has 
brought about a mutual frankness and a new
found respect for one another. All across the 
Southwest, our mutual histories and customs 
are mingled, and they are evident in our daily 
lives. Our commonalties are evident in the 
food we eat, the music we prefer, and the dual 
languages we speak. 

Economically, the outcome of the Mexican
American War immediately benefited the 
United States with the addition of the South
west to the nation's territory. The Treaty of 
Guadalupe-Hidalgo in 1848 was a turning 
point in our history. U.S. citizens in the rugged 
west joined the existing Mexican population, 
making the American Southwest a fascinating 
melting pot. This cultural blend produced 
some of the most enduring legacies of the 
American West: rodeos, cowboys, and the 
wild West. 

Today, our economic fortunes are pro
foundly bound together. NAFTA is making 
North America the largest, most prosperous, 
and most efficient free trade zone in the world. 
Let me note here that it was Mexican Presi
dent Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, in 1853, 
who first advocated the commemoration of 
those killed in the war and at the Battle of 
Palo Alto. So, it is fair to say that Mexico 
began the long process of making one-time 
adversaries into the friends and economic al
lies we are today. 

Our political debates today so often touch 
on sensitive subjects that engender misunder
standings. Today, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in offering a message of hope and friend-
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ship to Mexico, based on where we have 
been, where we are now and where we hope 
to go. 

TALBOTT RETIRES: 4TH ESTATE 
SUFFERS LOSS 

HON. ROD R. BlAGOJEVICH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. BLAGOJEVICH. Mr. Speaker, this week, 
a "-30-" will be placed on Basil Talbott's jour
nalism career when he retires from the Chi
cago Sun-Times. For Chicago's newspaper 
readers, journalists and politicians, the loss is 
significant. Three decades of irreplaceable 
journalistic experienced guided each of his 
stories. He had covered the Triple Crown of 
Chicago journalism-Chicago politics, Spring
field's State House and Capitol Hill in Wash
ington, D.C.-for one of the nation's largest 
daily newspapers. Basil's forceful personality 
and zeal for news enabled him to find ways to 
plow through the obstacles to the information 
he needed. He combined tenacity with direct
ness and integrity, qualities that caused Con
gressmen to view him with a little trepidation 
and a lot of respect. Few answered lightly 
when greeted by Talbott's trademark: "What's 
up?" 

Few reporters were less susceptible to the 
wiles of spinmeisters than Basil Talbott. He 
could trample a thin story idea with a single, 
devastating question. Like the best reporters, 
he was always skeptical , never cynical. Con
gressmen looking for high-calorie, low-sub
stance puff pieces should look elsewhere; 
Basil put the interests of his readers first. As 
a former philosophy student at one of the na
tion's top universities, the University of Chi
cago, he was well-acquainted with Greek and 
Roman thought. But Basil Talbott's news judg
ment seemed guided by the more modern phi
losophy of Yogi Berra: " If it ain't interesting, it 
ain't interesting." Officials who had the smarts 
and will to make news found Basil with a 
ready pen. 

Because of his wide experience, his stories 
got to the heart of the matter. He was always 
fair, always offered a chance to make a full 
case. His precise questioning could quickly ex
pose a thin understanding of an issue or coax 
unexpected, intriguing details; in fact, tran
scripts of Basil Talbott interviews could serve 
as models for would-be cross-examiners. 

Taken as a whole, the thousands of stories 
he filed in his career would make a small 
mountain. Anyone who understands the dead
lines, knowledge, the source-work and the 
scrappiness that went into compiling that small 
mountain could only call it a substantial 
achievement. 

Basil Talbott made a sustained commitment 
to compiling the first-draft of Chicago's recent 
history. His contribution to helping Chicagoans 
understand their city and their colorful politi
cians deserves commendation from this Con
gress. As Basil hits the send key on a 30-plus 
year career in journalism, we should lament 
the loss to Chicago's Fourth Estate, salute his 
fine example and wish him well in his quest to 
put a good lead on the next phase of his life. 
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CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I am dismayed to 
learn that the House of Representatives will 
once again delay a vote on campaign finance 
reform. We were promised a vote before May 
15th, but now it appears that the leadership of 
the House has broken their promise again. 

Mr. Speaker, there has been a great deal of 
attention paid recently to the internal debate 
over the campaign finance investigations in 
the House. This debate has diverted attention 
away from the real issue, fixing the abuses in 
the system that are currently legal. I fear that 
perhaps that is the goal of the Republican 
leadership in Congress. By continuing to 
spend taxpayer dollars on Congressional hear
ings and keeping the attention on abuses that 
occurred in the past the leadership feels it will 
not need to fix the system for future elections. 
I will not let that happen. 

The people of this country have spoken loud 
and clear, they want campaign finance reform. 
If you doubt the will of the public just look at 
all the Republican members who returned 
from the Easter recess willing to challenge the 
leadership and sign the campaign finance dis
charge petition . At that time the leadership 
gave their word that they would allow an open 
and honest vote on campaign finance reform. 
I hope that the leadership keeps its word and 
allows a vote next week. 

HONORING REV . SPURGEON 
EUGENE CRAYTON 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRES ENT ATIVES 

Thursday, M ay 7, 1998 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Reverend Spurgeon Eugene Crayton, 
Pastor, Mount Ollie Baptist Church. Rev. 
Crayton has dedicated his life to the church 
and the community of Brooklyn, New York. 

The 65-year-old Brownsville pastor is one of 
the busiest in the city. He conducts as many 
as fifteen revivals a year, preaching in a style 
that he describes as a combination of old 
fashioned flare mixed with contemporary 
versions of biblical stories. As a specialist in 
teaching Baptist doctrine, Rev. Crayton has 
held a variety of posts in the Eastern Baptist 
Association, representing Brooklyn, Queens, 
Nassau, and Suffolk counties, and is presently 
an Area Vice President of the Empire State 
Baptist Convention, which represents some 
500 churches from Niagara Falls to East 
Hampton. 

In addition to his pastoral duties, Rev. 
Crayton has managed to author several 
books, including a collection of short stories 
about his Korean War experiences called 
"Screams and Protest", which is used by the 
public school system. He has also written 
"God's Star in the East", a guide to Baptist 
congregations, and is working on a third book 
entitled, "The Black Baptist Church of Today". 
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Aways a man of action, Rev. Crayton has 
even found time to write plays, including "An
other One Gone" and "The Erudite". 

Through his commitment to work on behalf 
of the community, this dynamic minister has 
also served as a charter board member of the 
Half Way House Rehabilitation Center for 
Drug Abuse; as a Protestant Chaplain for the 
Madonna Heights School for Girls, a Catholic 
School ; and is an instructor of English at Cen
tral Commercial High School in New York City. 

Rev. Crayton's own words exemplify his ex
traordinary sensitivity to the needs of God's 
people: "We have a lot of dedicated ministers 
who want not only to be good preachers, but 
will help fight for social causes for their parish
ioners. There is a greater interest now on the 
part of the ministry to understand the religious, 
political , social, and economic problems of our 
communities." He has truly left an indelible 
mark for all to follow. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Rev. Spurgeon Eugene Crayton for his valu
able contributions to the community of Brook
lyn. 

THE U .S . ARMY SCHOOL OF THE 
AMERICAS : COMMITTED TO 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOC
RACY IN OUR HEMISPHERE 

HON. MAC COLUNS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN T HE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, as many of my 
colleagues have come to know, there is an 
ongoing movement led by the Maryknoll Order 
of the Catholic Church to attack American for
eign policy and her right to defend her inter
ests through closure of the U.S. Army School 
of the Americas. The School is our nation's 
preeminent training facility for Spanish speak
ing militaries and police forces and for U.S. 
military officers slated to be stationed in South 
America, Central America, or the Caribbean. 
The School of the Americas provides training 
in professional military and police operations 
(including a Spanish-language Command and 
General Staff Officer Course). Other 
coursework includes drug interdiction and 
eradication, peacekeeping, and resource man
agement. Most importantly, each course fo
cuses on supporting and maintaining democ
racy and protecting human rights. The School 
is widely recognized as having developed the 
foremost human rights training program avail
able at any military training institution in the 
world , including other U.S. training centers. 

Unfortunately, you can lead a horse to 
water, but you can't make him drink. While the 
vast majority-well over 99 percent-of the 
School's graduates have returned to serve 
their nations honorably, those who oppose 
U.S. foreign policy in the region have seized 
upon the horrible actions of a very few School 
graduates as justification for U.S. disengage
ment throughout our own hemisphere. These 
former students have acted illegally and 
immorally in spite of what they learned at the 
School, not because of it. Suggestions that the 
Army's School of the Americas has somehow 
been responsible for, or complicit in atrocities 
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committed by rogue Latin American soldiers 
are outrageous, inflammatory, and completely 
unsubstantiated. Implicating our own dedi
cated soldiers in the wrongdoings of criminals 
throughout Latin America represents an attack 
not only on the School, but also on the U.S. 
Army, on the U.S. Armed Forces as a whole, 
and on American foreign policy and the Amer
ican government's right to protect her national 
interests abroad. 

Today, the United States pursues its foreign 
policy in Central America, South America, and 
the Caribbean with fewer military deployments 
than are required in any other region of the 
world. We are able to accomplish this because 
of the confidence that we have in the Amer
ican-trained military leadership of the region's 
democracies. If there were no School of the 
Americas, pursuit of our foreign policy in Latin 
America woulq be very costly both in human 
and monetary terms. 

Large military deployments would probably 
be required to continue current international 
drug interdiction, peacekeeping, and humani
tarian relief missions throughout the region. 
Such deployments would not only put thou
sands of American lives at risk, but would also 
vastly increase the region's burden on the tax
payer. Currently, the entire Southern Com
mand Area of Responsibility (which encom
passes %th of the Earth's surface, including 
all of Central America, South America, and the 
Caribbean) requires an investment of only 
about $550 million per year to protect our na
tional security interests. Compare this to the 
costs associated with operations in the much 
smaller regions of Bosnia, costing over $2 bil
lion last year, or Iraq, costing over $1.6 billion 
last year. 

An honest assessment of Latin American 
history over the last 50 years demonstrates 
clearly that the U.S. Army School of the Amer
icas saves lives. 

Recently, Latin American military officers 
trained at the School were responsible for ne
gotiating a peaceful settlement to the Ecuador/ 
Peru border dispute. 

During the 90s, military coups threatened in 
Venezuela and Paraguay have been averted 
through U.S. contacts and cooperation with 
soldiers trained at USARSA. 

Jose Serrano, Colombia's new drug czar 
who was featured recently in the Wall Street 
Journal, has made great progress in elimi
nating police corruption and in attacking the 
operations of that nation's drug kingpins. He is 
a former guest instructor at the School. 

Jaime Guzman, the Minister of Defense of 
El Salvador, has nearly eliminated human 
rights abuses by the Salvadoran military. Dur
ing the 1980s, such abuses numbered nearly 
2000 incidents each month. Now they nearly 
never occur, thanks to the School of the 
Americas human rights training that General 
Guzman received at Fort Benning, and then 
implemented in El Salvador. 

While most of the turmoil of the 1980s has 
receded in the region, new threats have 
emerged and must be addressed. The Army 
School of the Americas continues to be an im
portant support structure for many of the re
gion's fledgling democracies, particularly in 
fighting on the front lines of the war on drugs. 
With all of the progress that has been made 
in the region, it would be irresponsible to turn 
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our backs while drug traffickers and terrorists 
chip away at freedom and democracy in Cen
tral and South America and continue to kill our 
children on our own streets. 

Recently, the Commander-in-Chief of the 
U.S. Southern Command General Charles Wil
helm referred to the inter-American drug sup
ply as the greatest chemical weapons threat 
currently faced by the United States. Every 
year, hundreds of billions of dollars worth of 
deadly, addictive chemicals flow across our 
borders from Mexico and South America and 
end up in the bodies of American citizens
many of them children. We must have the 
School so that we may continue to train Span
ish-speaking soldiers and police to interdict 
drugs and eradicate them at their source. 
Hundreds of thousands of Americans have 
died of the effects of narcotics smuggled from 
without our hemisphere, yet the School's op
ponents still seek to close this institution which 
is having a more profound impact on inter
American drug trafficking than any other mili
tary training facility in the world. 

Opponents of the Army School suggest that 
it should be closed in the interest of human 
rights. But whose human rights are we talking 
about? Through its training programs, the 
School of the Americas protects the human 
rights of Latin American citizens from both 
wayward military officials and drug death 
squads (like the one that recently ambushed a 
Colombian National Police scout team, killing 
them all). Furthermore, the School protects 
U.S. human rights and interests by attacking 
the drug crisis at its source and by maintaining 
peace and constructive relations throughout 
the militaries of our region. The only humans 
whose rights would be protected by closing 
the School are those of the drug lords and 
criminals who are the enemies of democracy 
and the murderers of our children and those of 
Latin America. 

Ironically, the School's closing would elimi
nate the opportunity for Latin America soldiers 
to study democracy and human rights. Not 
only are such courses unavailable at other na
tions' military training facilities, they are not 
even offered at other U.S. Department of De
fense schools. The School's critics seem to be 
suggesting that the best way to effect a better 
understanding of human rights and democracy 
in Latin American militaries is to close down 
the only facility providing Latin American sol
diers and police with training in democracy 
and human rights. I respectfully disagree. 

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL 
NURSES WEEK, MAY 6-12 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mrs. McCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak
er, I rise today to join my colleagues in rec
ognition of National Nurses Week. The 2.6 
million registered nurses in the United States 
make up our nation's largest health care pro
fession. Throughout our country's history, 
nurses have been the backbone of our health 
care system. The nursing profession plays a 
vital role in meeting the different and emerging 
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health care needs of the American population 
in a wide range of settings. Moreover, nurses 
are the human face of our health care system. 
As the primary care givers, nurses have the 
most contact with patients and play a direct 
role in a patient's recovery. As a nurse, I know 
from firsthand experience that when it comes 
to patient recovery, good nursing care makes 
a difference. 

Nurses are also the future of our health care 
system. As our country places renewed em
phasis on primary and preventive health care, 
we will require better utilization of all our na
tion's nursing resources. The cost-effective, 
safe and quality health care services provided 
by registered nurses will be an ever more im
portant component of our health care delivery 
system in the future. Therefore, we must do 
everything we can to promote and advance 
the nursing profession. 

I am proud to be the cosponsor of a number 
of bills that advance the nursing profession by 
fostering high standards of nursing practice, 
promoting the economic and general welfare 
of nurses in the workplace and projecting a 
positive and realistic view of nursing. Some of 
the bills I proudly sponsor include H.R. 1165, 
the Patient Safety Act of 1997, legislation that 
provides whistle-blower protection for nurses 
who speak out about patient care issues, and 
H.R. 2754 the Health Worker Protection Act, 
which mandates the substitution of existing 
needlestick products with safer needle devices 
that would help prevent needlestick injuries. I 
urge all rhy colleagues to support these impor
tant pieces of legislation, support our nursing 
professionals and advance the cause of nurs
ing nationwide. 

IN HONOR OF ANTHONY AND ANNE 
CELEBREZZE ON THEIR SIX-
TIETH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 60th wedding anniversary of An
thony and Anne Celebrezze of Cleveland, 
Ohio. The couple was married May 7, 1938. 

Judge Celebrezze's family moved from Anzi, 
Italy to the United States when he was two 
years old. His political career began when he 
was elected to the Ohio State Senate in 1950. 
He later became the first foreign-born Mayor 
of Cleveland, and the only Mayor of Clevel~nd 
ever elected to five consecutive terms. He was 
the first nonnative to be appointed to the Cabi
net of the United States, where he served as 
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare 
under Presidents Kennedy and Johnson. And 
Judge Celebrezze was the first emigre to be 
appointed Judge of the United States Court of 
Appeals. In 1973, Judge Celebrezze's leader
ship was recognized when an Act of Congress 
designated the Federal Building in Cleveland, 
the Anthony J. Celebrezze Federal Building. 

Not only is Judge Celebrezze a successful, 
well-known politician, he is a loving husband 
to Anne Celebrezze. Anne taught in the Cleve
land Public School System and has been ac
tive in countless community projects helping 
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children, the elderly, and the arts. She was in
volved in the Cleveland Council and the Na
tional Board of the Camp Fire Girls for many 
years. She served on the Board of the Child 
Guidance Center of Cleveland where a work 
room is named after her for her fundraising ef
forts to expand the program. Anne has also 
been engaged in the Women's City Club of 
Cleveland for over thirty years. She was ap
pointed to the National Committee for Edu
cation of the Handicapped by President John
son where she worked to help children with 
learning disabilities qualify for a public school 
education. 

Together, Anthony and Anne have three 
children and 1 0 grandchildren to whom they 
have passed on their values, leadership skills, 
involvement in community service, and love. 
My fellow colleagues, please join me in wish
ing a happy 60th anniversary to Anthony and 
Anne Celebrezze. May they have many more 
happy and healthy years together. 

SPECIAL TRIBUTE HONORING 
JULIA PETERS, LEGRAND SMITH 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great respect for the outstanding record 
of excellence she has compiled in academics, 
leadership and community service, that I am 
proud to salute Julia Peters, winner of the 
1998 LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This award 
is made to young adults who have dem
onstrated that they are truly committed to play
ing important roles in our Nation's future. 

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar
ship, Julia is being honored for demonstrating 
that same generosity of spirit, intelligence, re
sponsible citizenship, and capacity for human 
service that distinguished the late LeGrand 
Smith of Somerset, Michigan. 

Julia Peters is an exceptional student at Te
cumseh High School and possesses an im
pressive high school record. President of the 
National Honor Society, Julia is also the sec
retary for her school's S.A.D.D. program. She 
was student of the month 19 times throughout 
high school. Outside of school, Julia was in
volved with the Student County Congress and 
various other community activities. 

In special tribute, Therefore, I am proud to 
join with her many admirers in extending my 
highest praise and congratulations to Julia Pe
ters for her selection as a winner of a 
LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This honor is also 
a testament to the parents, teachers, and oth
ers whose personal interest, strong support 
and active participation contributed to her suc
cess. To this remarkable young woman, I ex
tend my most heartfelt good wishes for all her 
future endeavors. 
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RECOGNIZING CHIEF OF POLICE 

ROY SUMISAKI FOR HIS OUT
STANDING SERVICE TO THE CITY 
OF GILROY, CA 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, M ay 7, 1998 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the outstanding achievement of 
Chief of Police Roy Sumisaki, who has served 
the city of Gilroy, California for more then 7 
years. 

Through trials and triumph Chief Sumisaki 
has distinguished himself as a devoted crime 
fighter in a career that has spanned 28 years. 

Born in a Japanese-American internment 
camp during World War II , Chief Sumisaki 
graduated from Gilroy High School and joined 
the United States Army. His career, which in
cluded at tour of duty in Vietnam as an intel
ligence officer, spanned 32 years, 8 of which 
were on active duty. He retired from the Army 
a Lieutenant Colonel. 

During his military service, Chief Sumisaki 
was awarded the Purple Heart, two Bronze 
Stars, and Air Medal, the Combat Infantry
man's Badge, and the Vietnamese Honor 
Medal. 

Soon after resigning from active duty mili
tary service, Chief Sumisaki pursued a career 
in law enforcement. He holds a master's de
gree in police administration from Golden Gate 
University and attended the FBI National 
Academy. He joined the Pacifica Police De
partment in 197 4, and later transferred to the 
Marina Police Department, rising to the rank of 
Commander. · 

While later serving with the Chico Police 
Department, he rose to the rank of Captain. In 
1990 he returned home to Gilroy to become 
the first Asian-American police chief in the 
continental U.S. 

During his tenure Chief Sumisaki worked 
tirelessly to make Gilroy a safer place to live 
and work. A testament to his high level of pro
fessionalism, Chief Sumisaki was awarded the 
National Police Commendation Medal. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues in 
the United States House of Representatives to 
join me in recognizing Chief Roy Sumisaki 
upon his retirement from the Gilroy Police De
partment. 

S PEAKER GINGRICH F ALSELY 
CLAIMS WHITE HOUSE COORDI
NATION BEHIND CRITICISM OF 
CHAIRMAN BURTON 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, it seems obvi
ous to me that not every ciriticism of the Clin
ton Administration is part of a "right-wing con
spiracy," but it should be equally clear that not 
every objection to the tactics of a Clinton critic 
is the product of a White House conspiracy. 
This week, Speaker GINGRICH unfairly at
tacked the congressional criticisms of Chair-

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 

man BURTON even though he knew those criti
cisms were justified. 

This Tuesday, in response to widespread 
ciriticism of Chairman BURTON for releasing 
misleading and distorted excerpts of private 
conversations of Mr. Hubbell with his wife and 
his attorney, Speaker GINGRICH spoke out to 
accuse the Democrats in Congress of acting 
at the behest of the White House. Rather than 
honestly dealing with the serious violations of 
privacy and fairness worked by Chairman 
BURTON, Speaker GINGRICH changed the sub
ject by claiming 'There has been a routine 
process by this White House to avoid the truth 
* * * by attacking the person who is seeking 
the truth." 

Remarkably, one day later, Speaker GING
RICH, during a closed Republican conference 
meeting, scolded Chairman BURTON for his ac
tions, saying "I'm embarrassed for you, I'm 
embarrassed for myself, and I'm embarrassed 
for the [Republican] conference at the circus 
that went on at your committee." 

Clearly, Speaker GINGRICH recognizes both 
that Chairman BURTON'S actions were wrong 
and that congressional criticisms of him were 
genuine expressions of outrage and not some 
"spin" strategy organized by the White House. 

This institution is not well-served by the cyn
ical partisanship of the Speaker's attacks on 
those who were offended by Chairman BuR
TON'S conduct. With each such outburst, it be
comes increasingly unlikely that the important 
investigative work of Chairman BURTON's com
mittee, or of any other committee which is 
called on to inquire into allegations of wrong
doing at the White House, will lead to any 
findings that will be accepted as legitimate by 
the public. 

I appeal to the higher instincts of Speaker 
GINGRICH and Chairman BURTON to apoloogize 
directly to the people who have been smeared 
by these irresponsible attacks-Mr. and Mrs. 
Hubbell, the President and the First Lady-for 
the good of the Committee and the integrity of 
the Congress as a whole. 

REGARDING PUBLIC SERVICE 
RECOGNITION WEEK 

HON. EUJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday , May 7, 1998 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, we are in the 
midst of Public Service Recognition Week, 
and I salute the public servants whose hard 
work and determination have markedly im
proved the way government does business. 

Each May, the President's Council on Man
agement Improvement, and the Public Em
ployees Roundtable, launch activities in cities 
across our nation which highlight excellence in 
public service at the federal , state, and local 
government levels. The organization hosts 
agency exhibits and demonstrations that edu
cate the public about the array of programs 
and services that public employees provide to 
the American people. 

Activities in my district were kicked off last 
Friday by the Baltimore Federal Executive 
Board which held its 31st Annual Excellence 
in Federal Career Awards program at Martin's 
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West in Woodlawn. Thirty-six agencies sub
mitted a total of 199 nominations for the 
Board's consideration. Among the 16 first 
place Gold Award winners were: Lieutenant 
Colonel David Mansfield, a Logistics Manage
ment Officer with the Maryland Air National 
Guard who was recognized as an outstanding 
supervisor; Ann Grieb, a computer specialist 
at the Coast Guard Engineering Logistics Cen
ter who was recognized as an outstanding 
specialist; and Serafin Rivera, a machinist with 
the Corps of Engineers who was recognized 
as outstanding in trades and crafts. 

Mr. Speaker, while I only have enough time 
to recognize a few of the winners, I believe 
that each award recipient and each person 
nominated deserve our appreciation. 

This past Monday, the Public Employees 
Roundtable held a ceremony here on Capitol 
Hill and presented its "Breakfast of Cham
pions" award to representatives of exceptional 
programs at each level of government. The 
1998 award winner at the Federal level was 
New York/New Jersey Veterans Integrated 
Service Network Consortium on Homeless 
Veterans. Other programs receiving special 
recognition this year were the City of Rich
mond, Virginia Fire Department; Immigrant 
Visa Unit, U.S. Embassy Moscow; and the Los 
Angeles County, California Consolidated 
Criminal History Reporting System. 

Beginning today, May 7th, and continuing 
through Sunday, May 10th, over two dozen 
federal agencies and employee organizations 
will have exhibits set up in large tents on the 
National Mall at 3rd and Independence Ave
nues. The public is invited to come out to 
learn more about the functions of these agen
cies and the services that each provide. There 
will also be a job fair and a science fair. Some 
of our military bands and other groups will pro
vide entertainment during this family oriented 
event. 

Mr. Speaker, Public Service Recognition 
Week offers all Americans, especially young 
people the opportunity to learn and get excited 
about a career in public service. It also pro
vides the opportunity to thank those who serve 
us daily for their efforts. I believe that public 
service should be valued and respected by all 
Americans, and the activities occurring this 
week across the nation prove why. 

SPE CIAL TRIBUTE HONORING MER
E DITH PELTY, LEGRAND SMITH 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great respect for the outstanding record 
of excellence she has complied in academics, 
leadership and community service, that I am 
proud to salute Meredith Pelty, winner of the 
1998 LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This award 
is made to young adults who have dem
onstrated that they are truly committed to play
ing important roles in our Nation's future. 

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar
ship, Meredith is being honored for dem
onstrating that same generosity of spirit, intel
ligence, responsible citizenship, and capacity 
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for human service that distinguished the late 
LeGrand Smith of Somerset, Michigan. 

Meredith is an exceptional student at 
Onsted High School and ·possesses an im
pressive high school record. Meredith is the 
Captain of the National Honor Society and 
was chosen by her peers this year as the 
Homecoming Queen. Meredith is also involved 
with varsity cheerleading and track. Outside of 
school , Meredith is a Confirmation teacher 
within her church and is involved with her 
church youth group. 

In special tribute, Therefore, I am proud to 
join with her many admirers in extending my 
highest praise and congratulations to Meredith 
Pelty for her selection as a winner of a 
LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This honor is also 
a testament to the parents, teachers, and oth
ers whose personal interest, strong support 
and active participation contributed to her suc
cess. To this remarkable young women, I ex
tend my most heartfelt good wishes for all her 
future endeavors. 

" OMNIBUS MERCURY EMISSIONS 
R EDUCTION ACT OF 1998" 

HON. THOMAS H. ALLEN 
OF MAINE 

IN T HE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday , May 7, 1998 
Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in

troduce the "Omnibus Mercury Emissions Re
ductions Act of 1998." This important legisla
tion is aimed at protecting our children from 
mercury, one of the most dangerous toxins in 
our environment. 

Mercury is a naturally occurring, highly toxic 
element. Its presence in our environment has 
built to dangerous levels due to the lack of 
regulation of power plants, waste incinerators, 
and some types of manufacturing. Those re
gions downwind from the major pollution 
sources are most at risk because mercury can 
travel great distances before falling to the 
Earth and washing into our lakes, rivers and 
streams. My home State of Maine, the tailpipe 
for our nation's polluted air, has some of the 
highest mercury levels in the country. As I've 
often said, the wind travels west to east, al
ways has, always will. 

Our children are most at risk. Mercury poi
soning can be devastating for children and 
pregnant women. Contamination can cause 
damage to the developing central nervous 
system. Adults can also be affected. Symp
toms range from numbness in extremities to 
paralysis and kidney disease. The most com
mon form of mercury poisoning occurs from 
eating polluted fish. Exposure can also occur 
through drinking water and soil contamination . 
Several states, including Maine, have issued 
health warnings due to mercury contamination 
that cover every single body of inland water. 

Our wildlife is also in danger. Maine's loons 
and bald eagles, symbols of the state's beauty 
and natural habitat, have mercury levels high 
enough to interfere with reproduction. In fact 
Maine's bald eagle reproductive rates have re
mained well below the rest of the country. 
Studies have found significantly high levels of 
mercury and other toxins in eggs and eaglets. 

The Clean Air Act has achieved remarkable 
success since its inception. Our families are 
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breathing easier because we have reduced 
the emission levels of lead and other toxins. 
Unfortunately, mercury has fallen through the 
cracks. The Environmental Protection Agency 
recently released its "Mercury Study Report to 
Congress." This detailed report contains vol
umes of information on the dangers of mer
cury and how to control the levels emitted into 
our environment. Now that we have the long
awaited report, we must take action. 

The legislation I am introducing will do just 
that. The "Omnibus Mercury Emissions Re
duction Act of 1998" requires the EPA to set 
mercury emission standards for the largest 
sources. The bill sets an emissions reduction 
standard of 95 percent for coal-fired power
plants and other utilities, as well as inciner
ators and chlor-alkali plants. Many may argue 
this cannot be done, that the costs of controls 
will be much too high. I disagree. We know 
mercury can be reduced or removed from 
powerplants and products. Technology exists 
for companies to meet the standards, and this 
bill will allow them to choose the best ap
proach for their facility. We have reduced or 
eliminated other toxins, without the cata
strophic effects the utilities predicted. The time 
has come to do it with mercury. 

When I ran for office last year, people in 
Maine told me the country needed to continue 
the environmental strides made by leaders like 
Senator Edmund Muskie and Senator George 
Mitchell. Maine is proud of its tradition of envi
ronmental activism. Maine Governor Angus 
King and his administration have taken steps 
to reduce the levels of mercury emitted by 
sources within Maine. That, however, will not 
protect our children from sources that cross 
our boundaries. Maine has cleaned up its act, 
and now we must ask for the rest of the nation 
to help. 

Just five years ago, 27 states had issued 
mercury advisories covering almost 900 water 
bodies. Today, the number of states with 
advisories has grown to 39, and the number of 
water bodies affected has increased to 1 ,675. 
The problem is getting worse, not better. We 
are heading down a path where the entire na
tion could be under a mercury advisory. Do 
you want to explain to your children and 
grandchildren that the reason they can't eat 
the fresh water fish they just caught is be
cause we failed to take action necessary to 
protect them? 

Mr. Speaker, mercury is one of our last re
maining unregulated toxins. We must act, and 
we must act fast. This is not an easy task. We 
can't see the mercury dispersed through the 
air and falling to the ground. However, we now 
know more about mercury than we ever have. 
We know the solutions to the problem and we 
have the technology to fix it. We must imple
ment new strategies now. The future of our 
environment for our children and grandchildren 
is at stake. 

INTRODUCTI ON OF THE TRAVEL 
REFOR M R ULE 

HON. LEE H. HAMILTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 
Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, my col

leagues, CHRIS COX, PETER VISCLOSKY, TOM 
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CAMPBELL and I are introducing today a reso
lution that would improve accountability in con
gressional travel and help encourage more 
travel related to the official business of the 
House. 

Congressional travel, done the right way, 
can greatly enhance a Member's knowledge of 
the issues, improving the quality of legislation 
and congressional oversight. Members of Con
gress should inspect important government 
activities at home and abroad, and share the 
knowledge they gain with their colleagues and 
the public. 

While the 1995 House gift ban curtailed the 
worst abuses of congressional travel, occa
sional reports of travel abuse continue. These 
reports have led the public to view much con
gressional travel as wasteful or unnecessary, 
with the detrimental effect of discouraging 
some important, legitimate trips. 

The Travel Reform Rule which we are intro
ducing today aims to strengthen the House's 
oversight of travel by Members and staff; 
make all congressional travel records more 
accessible to the public; and ensure that the 
information gained through travel is more 
widely disseminated. 

The requirements of Hamilton's resolution 
would apply to (1) travel that is paid for by offi
cial House funds, except for travel to a Mem
ber's congressional district; (2) travel with a 
foreign country paid for by a foreign govern
ment; and (3) any other travel related to offi
cial duties, including that paid for by private 
entities. 

The Travel Reform Rule, H. Res. XXX, 
would require more detailed reports : Current 
House rules require Members and staff to file 
a report with the Clerk of the House for any 
committee-funded travel , privately-funded trav
el , or for foreign government-funded foreign 
travel. 

For privately-funded travel , reports must in
clude the source of funds paying for travel , 
and an estimate of the cost of transportation, 
food , lodging, and other expenses, and a de
termination that all such expenses are nec
essary. These reports and the reports on for
eign government-funded travel must be filed 
within 30 days of the end of a trip, though 
House rules include no penalty for failure to 
do so. 

Committee-funded foreign travel reports 
must disclose the countries visited, the 
amount of per diem and transportation fur
nished, and the total foreign currencies and/or 
appropriated funds expended. These reports 
must be filed within 60 days of travel. 

The Hamilton resolution would improve and 
harmonize reporting requirements. 

First, the resolution would require for all 
travel a substantive report to the Clerk of the 
House on the relation of the travel to the offi
cial business of the House, including a de
tailed itinerary and policy findings and rec
ommendations. . 

Second, reports on travel funded by a non
profit organization would have to include cop
ies of the organization's reports to the Internal 
Revenue Service on its contributions and ex
penditures. This provision is intended to shed 
light on any shell foundations set up to furid 
congressional travel. 

Third, the resolution requires identification of 
the funding entity, including: any pertinent in
formation that could be gathered in the case 
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of a private funding source, an estimate of the 
costs of travel provided by a foreign govern
ment, and if transportation is provided by the 
Department of Defense, the report must in
clude an estimate of the cost of equivalent 
commercial transportation. 

Under the resolution, the Clerk of the House 
would notify the House Committee on Stand
ards of Official Conduct (the Ethics Com
mittee) of any failure to meet these require
ments. 

Improve public disclosure: The Hamilton 
resolution would · require the Clerk of the 
House to publish in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD and on the Internet a compilation of 
travel reports for each calendar quarter, as 
well as an annual summary of all House trav
el. Currently, the Clerk is only required to pub
lish reports for government-funded foreign 
travel , and there is not Internet requirement. 

Require advance authorization from Ethics 
Committee: Travel funded by private sources 
would require advance authorization from the 
House Ethics Committee. Currently, there is 
not prior authorization requirement for Mem
bers, and for staff, such travel by may be ap
proved by Members without consultation with 
the Ethics Committee. Prior authorization will 
take the guess work out of travel, and ensure 
for the House and the public that all private 
trips are legitimately related to House busi
ness. 

Restrict perks: Members and staff would be 
prohibited from accepting first class airfare, as 
well as meals and lodging in excess of the 
federal employee per diem rate, unless pre
viously authorized by the Ethics Committee. 
Moreover, travel by spouses or family mem
bers would be limited to trips where other 
guests are also permitted to bring their fami
lies. 

I commend this resolution to my colleagues' 
attention. 

HIGHER EDUCATION AMENDMENTS 
OF 1998 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ROBERT T; MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 6) to extend the 
authorization of programs under the Higher 
Education Act of 1965, and for other pur
poses: 

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Chairman, I rise today in 
strong support of the student loan interest rate 
compromise that was passed last night as part 
of H.R. 6, the Higher Education Amendments. 
This bill , with strong bipartisan support, offers 
a sensible solution to the pressing problem of 
the interest rate change scheduled for July 1, 
1998. 

There has been a lot of discussion regard
ing the appropriate interest rate for student 
loans. The Department of Education insists 
that lenders can absorb much larger yield cuts 
to student loan interest rates without any dis
ruption to the student loan program. Yet they 
are actively seeking to arrange more than $5 
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billion in emergency funding in case they are 
mistaken. Banks and other student lenders ve
hemently disagree. They have consistently ar
gued that a 0.3 percent reduction in guaran
teed loan yields will drive away many lenders, 
especially small community banks. They als·o 
argue that remaining lenders will be discour
aged from making loans to high risk bor
rowers, such as those attending community 
colleges and trade schools. Yet so far no lend
er has announced its withdrawal from the loan 
program. 

Suffice it to say, we simply do not know 
what the impact of the yield cut will be on the 
guaranteed student loan market. What we do 
know is that we cannot afford to allow our stu
dent loan program to collapse because of this 
dispute. No one wants to run the risk that any 
student in their home district will be unable to 
get their student loans this Fall. But we must 
act now because the beginning of the Fall 
award cycle is less than 60 days away. The 
compromise reached in H.R. 6 corrects the in
terest rate calculation and ensures that stu
dent loans remain available for all students. 

For this reason, I find the Administration's 
veto threat over this interest rate compromise 
to be somewhat disconcerting. Two years ago, 
this Congress called for a bipartisan solution 
to the direct versus guaranteed student loan 
debate. In the spirit of that decision, we voted 
overwhelmingly last night in support of this 
carefully crafted compromise. I urge the Ad
ministration to recognize this bipartisan effort 
and support the interest rate compromise so 
that we may ensure that no students find their 
access to financial aid unnecessarily denied. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
MOUTH HIGH SCHOOL 
PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE 

DART
WINTER 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to take a moment today to congratulate the 
Dartmouth High School Winter Percussion En
semble for taking first place honors in the 
Winterguard International World Champion
ships. The thirty-four member group, per
forming a routine with a "Batman" theme, 
scored a 98.7, topping one hundred and fifty 
other bands. 

The Dartmouth High School Winter Percus
sion Ensemble is under the direction of Thom
as Aungst, who is ably assisted by Darcy 
Aungst and Jaime Ecker. The ensemble en
dured a seventeen hour bus trip to Dayton, 
Ohio to bring home the World Championship. 
It is the first time in the history of the competi
tion that a first time entrant has won the 
championship. 

The Dartmouth High School Winter Percus
sion Ensemble's significant achievement has 
bestowed a great sense of pride and commu
nity spirit to the residents of Dartmouth, as 
well as the entire citizenry of Massachusetts. 
They are to be congratulated. 

May 7, 1998 
REMARKS BY FORMER SEC-

RETARY OF STATE JAMES 
BAKER ON U.S. POLICY TOWARD 
IRAN 

HON. LEE H. HAMILTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. HAMIL TON. Mr. Speaker, the distin
guished former Secretary of State, James A. 
Baker Ill , delivered a speech on America's In
terest in the Middle East at a May 4, 1998, 
symposium in Washington sponsored by the 
magazine, Middle East Insight. He made many 
important observation about the Middle East 
peace process, and about U.S. policy in the 
Gulf. I commend him for his remarks. 

I would like to bring the attention of my col
leagues an excerpt of his speech, concerning 
U.S. policy toward Iran: 
... Let me turn briefly to Iran. This is a 

country that I think most everyone who 
looks at it objectively would have to agree is 
in transition. And I think there are a number 
of events over the past year or so that have 
underscored that fact. The first, of course, 
and most startling was the election of a 
moderate or semi-moderate, President 
Khatami, as president last May. The second 
was his televised overture to the people of 
the United States, which we saw in January 
of this year. And the third and most recent 
was the release from arrest last month of 
Teheran's mayor, who had been taken pris
oner by the hard-liners. And I think this is 
really a significant development, because it 
has been widely interpreted-and, I think, 
correctly-as a victory for Khatami and his 
colleagues. 

So what I think we may be seeing in Iran 
is the beginning of a evolution toward a 
truly post-revolutionary Iran. I think the 
days of the-the heydays of the revolution 
are over, and I think Iran is beginning to 
move in a different direction. I think we're 
going to begin to see an Iran that is less stri
dently extreme, and I think we're going to 
begin to see one that is more open to the 
outside world. So the question arises: What, 
then, should the United States of America be 
doing? 

First of all, I think we should be prepared 
to meet official Iranian representatives any
where, anytime, to begin the formal dia
logue. 

Secondly, I think we ought to encourage 
ongoing to people-to-people contact between 
the two countries, such as the recent visit of 
a U.S. wrestling team here not long ago. 

And thirdly, I think we should consider 
easing sanctions when and if it becomes 
clear that Teheran will publicly condemn 
state-sponsored terrorism and when it be
comes clear that she is actually reducing her 
support for terrorist groups and her efforts 
to acquire weapons of mass destruction. 
That last point, I think, is a particularly 
vital one, because for us to get there and, ac
tually, for Iran to improve its relations with 
the United States is going to take actions 
and not words. We 're going to have to see the 
rhetoric and the reality match; the reality is 
going to have to match the rhetoric. 

And without real, verifiable action on the 
part of the Iranians, I don 't foresee any real 
thaw in U.S.-Iranian relations. As we con
template, through, the prospect of such a 
thaw-and I think is a good prospect that it 
can occur if the requisite actions take 
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place-as we contemplate such a thaw, I 
think we ought to remember two very impor
tant points. First is that any process is going 
to be a protracted process, very likely one of 
years and not months in duration. 

And secondly, an opening to Teheran even 
if it's successful, is not going to be any sul>
stitute for an ongoing, energetic American
led effort to contain the efforts of Iraq to de
velop biological weapons. Horrific weapons 
of mass destruction. In other words, I think 
we ought to avoid the false promise that 
somehow an improved Washington-Teheran 
relationship is an ace in the hole when it 
comes to the question of containing the 
weapons of mass destruction goals of 
Iraq .... 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

HON. WILUAM 0. UPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the National Day of Prayer, which 
takes place this year on Thursday, May 7th. 
This unique annual observance offers an op
portunity for all Americans to join together in 
prayer. 

The National Day of Prayer has been cele
brated annually ever since its introduction in 
1952 by Congress. In 1988, the National Day 
of Prayer was set on the first Thursday of 
each May. For over 45 years, the National 
Day of Prayer has been an occasion for 
countless Americans to give thanks for their 
blessings and ask for God's assistance. 

The theme of this year's National Day of 
Prayer is "America, Return to God." It is a 
theme that is undoubtedly shared by Ameri
cans of all faiths. One of the most important 
values promoted by the National Day of Pray
er is unity among people of different faiths. 
Americans of all faiths are encouraged to take 
time during the day to offer their prayers be
fore God. 

The National Day of Prayer is a time to 
thank God for the many gifts and blessings 
that have been bestowed upon us, individually 
and as a nation. It is also a time to ask for 
stability and wisdom, and for God's guidance 
today so that we may restore moral values in 
our communities. 

My fellow colleagues, I urge you to join me 
and Americans from every state in praying for 
America, its leaders, and its people on the Na
tional Day of Prayer. 

SPECIAL TRIBUTE HONORING 
HOLLY SPRUNGER, LEGRAND 
SMITH SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great respect for the outstanding record 
of excellence she has compiled in academics, 
leadership and community service, that I am 
proud to salute Holly Sprunger, winner of the 
1998 LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This award 
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is made to young adults who have dem
onstrated that they are truly committed to play
ing important roles in our Nation's future. 

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar
ship, Holly is being honored for demonstrating 
that same generosity of spirit, intelligence, re
sponsible citizenship, and capacity for human 
service that distinguished the late LeGrand 
Smith of Somerset, Michigan. 

Holly is an exceptional student at Lenawee 
Christian High School and possesses an im
pressive high school record. Holly is the Presi
dent of the National Honor Society and is Co
Valedictorian of her senior class. Holly is also 
involved with varsity basketbal~, volleyball and 
softball. Outside of school, Holly is involved 
with various community activities. 

In special tribute, Therefore, I am proud to 
join with her many admirers in extending my 
highest praise and congratulations to Holly 
Sprunger for her selection as a winner of a 
LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This honor is also 
a testament to the parents, teachers, and oth
ers whose personal interest, strong support 
and active participation contributed to her suc
cess. To this remarkable young woman, I ex
tend my rnost heartfelt good wishes for all her 
future endeavors. 

HONORING GEORGE KING 
RADANOVICH 

HON. ROBERT L. EHRUCH, JR. 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. EHRLICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to inform 
you and the members of this body of an im
portant and exciting event that happened 
today. At 3:15 a.m. here in Washington, D.C. 
George King Radanovich entered the world. 

George King is the son and first child of my 
friend and colleague, Representative GEORGE 
RADANOVICH and his wife Ethie. Named after 
his grandfather, George King is twenty two 
and one quarter inches long and weighs in at 
eight pounds, two ounces. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to express my 
most hearty congratulations to George and 
Ethie on the birth of their son. The joys of par
enthood and the awesome responsibility in
volved in bringing up children can only be truly 
understood by parents. I'm happy that George 
and Ethie now have the chance to fully under
stand the unique importance of families in our 
society. 

I also want to honor George King. He enters 
the world in an exciting time. Change is all 
around us. We can only guess at what ad
vances, what progress he will see in his life
time. As we change and as we progress we 
must remember that we owe all children, in
cluding George King, a strong society so that 
they can grow up in loving families, with faith 
and reliance in God, in safe and secure neigh
borhoods, and with hope and opportunity for 
the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that George King 
Radanovich will grow up in a strong and loving 
family. I honor his parents George and Ethie 
for that and I ask that all my colleagues do the 
same. 

8589 
HONORING THE VISIT OF PRESI

DENT ALPHA OUMAR KONARE 
OF MALI TO MICHIGAN STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

HON. DEBBIE STABENOW 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday , May 7, 1998 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, as part of 
the Michigan State University community, the 
people I represent have had the great pleas
ure of welcoming to Michigan many world 
leaders who have opened the world to us and 
introduced us to new cultures. This is why I 
am so pleased to have his excellenc;:y Mr. 
Alpha Oumar Konare, President of the Repub
lic of Mali, to receive an honorary degree at 
Michigan State University's May 8th Advanced 
Degree Commencement Ceremony. 

The honorary degree recognizes President 
Konare's contributions to establishing democ
racy and peace in Mali, to peacemaking ef
forts in Africa, and to preserving Mali's cultural 
heritage through his professional activities as 
an archaeologist. 

In recent years, Mali has moved from a re
pressive dictatorship to an open parliamentary 
democracy, a transition which can be largely 
credited to the leadership and activism of 
President Konare. 

President Konare won the first multiparty 
presidential election in his country's history 
and was sworn in as President of the Republic 
of Mali on June 8, 1992. Prior to his election 
he was president of the West African Archae
ologist Association as well as the first African 
President of the International Council of Muse
ums. 

President Konare's visit celebrates the new 
and developing partnership the MSU commu
nity has had with the people of Mali. In recent 
years, more than 20 Malians have pursued 
undergraduate and graduate programs at 
MSU, while an almost equal amount of Amer
ican MSU graduate students have conducted 
their thesis or dissertation research on Mali. 
The strong research and educational links the 
MSU community and the people of Mali have 
forged in recent years can be credited to both 
President Konare and MSU's great commit
ment to education and diversity. 

But most importantly, President Konare's 
visit reaffirms the friendship between the MSU 
community and the people of Mali, and it is 
my hope that we continue developing new ini
tiatives that will, together, take us well into the 
21st Century. 

Through President Konare's leadership, the 
MSU community views the Republic of Mali as 
more than just a friend of the United States; 
Mali is our partner in education. I thank Presi
dent Konare for his contribution to democracy, 
his worldwide leadership, and his commitment 
to Michigan State University. 
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HONORING THE QUEENS BOROUGH 

PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM 

HON. THOMAS J. MANTON 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. MANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and praise the enormous success of 
the Queens Borough Public Library system, 
which was cited in last Tuesday's Washington 
Post as "far and away the busiest in the 
United States." Queens has the largest public 
library system in the country in terms of cir
culation, and the second largest in terms of 
holdings. 

Mr. Speaker, the Queens Borough Public Li
brary has enjoyed its overwhelming popularity 
due to the very trait that makes Queens, and 
indeed all of New York, so very special , name
ly the diversity of its inhabitants. One in three 
Queens residents hails from another country 
and nearly half of the Borough's residents 
speak a language other than English at home. 
Queens Borough Public Library's New Ameri
cans Program was established in 1977 to pro
vide special services to the area's many new 
immigrants. The library's collections include, at 
the Central Library, 101,000 items in Spanish 
and 93,000 items in Chinese, the country's 
largest collections in those languages. In addi
tion, the system has thousands of items in Ko
rean, Russian, and South Asian languages. 

Mr. Speaker, aside from its impressive col
lection of books, the Queens Borough Public 
Library offers a wide array of services de
signed to ease and facilitate immigrants' as
similation into American society. Queens has 
the largest library-managed English-as-a-Sec
ond-Language program in the country, annu
ally serving nearly 3,000 students, rep
resenting 88 countries and 50 languages. It 
also publishes the "Queens Directory of Immi
grant-Serving Agencies," a compilation which 
includes over 150 agencies that provide free 
or low-cost social services to immigrants in 
Queens in 50 different languages. There are 
many other free lectures and programs avail
able to the library's users. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to read 
the article from the Washington Post. The 
Queens Borough Public Library deserves this 
recognition, and I would once more like to 
offer my heartfelt congratulations for their fine 
work. 

[From the Washington Post, Apr. 27, 1998] 
A BOROUGHFUL OF BOOKWORMS 

MOTIVA'l'ED IMMIGRANTS MAKE QUEENS 
LIBRARY BUSIEST IN U.S. 

(By Blaine Harden) 
NEW YORK, April 27-Pin-Pin Lin treks 

twice a week with her two sons and a big 
shopping bag to a crowded library in the bor
ough of Queens. The Taiwanese immigrant 
herds her boys as they plunder books from li
brary shelves and toss them in the bag. 

Sitting between her sons at a library table 
while they rifle through the books, she looks 
up words in an English-Cantonese dictionary 
and frets about any " no-good" English words 
they might read, speak or think. 

" I no want to miss anything, " explains 
Lin, who every Thursday morning, when her 
boys are in school, attends English language 
class at the Queens library. "If I don't learn 
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about American culture and speak English, I 
could lose them. If they think I not under
stand, they not do what I say. " 

Book-obsessed, worrywart immigrants like 
Pin-Pin Lin are the driving reason why the 
Queens Public Library is far and away the 
busiest in the United States. Most library 
books in Queens do not go out of date. They 
wear out from overuse and fall to pieces. 

The library circulates the nation 's highest 
number of books, tapes and videos-15.3 mil
lion a year·. 

In the sprawling borough that lies across 
the East River from Manhattan, library card 
holders check out more books per capita 
than users of any big city library system in 
the country. The 1.95 million residents of 
Queens use the public library five times 
more frequently than residents of the Dis
trict of Columbia, twice as often as residents 
of Prince George's County and a third more 
frequently than people in Montgomery Coun
ty. 

The Los Angeles library serves about 1.4 
million more people than the Queens library, 
but last year people in Queens checked out 4 
million more books. 

"We have complaints all the time from our 
older clientele, who want quiet and who 
want space. Well, our libraries aren't quiet 
and, for the most part, they aren 't spacious," 
says Gary Strong, director of the Queens 
Public Library, one of three public library 
networks in the city. There is also a library 
system in Brooklyn and the New York Pub
lic Library serves Manhattan, the Bronx and 
Staten Island. 

"The people who use our library are highly 
motivated," Strong adds. ';They want jobs. 
They want to learn how to live in America." 

Queens has the highest percentage of for
eign-born residents of any borough in New 
York, a city that at the end of the 20th cen
tury is sponging up one of the great waves of 
immigration in its history. Nearly half the 
residents of Queens speak a lang·uage other 
than English at home. More than a third 
were born in a foreign country. 

The extraordinary love affair between im
migrants and libraries is a century-old story 
in New York, as it is in other American cit
ies that have been immigrant gateways. The 
most crowded libraries in New York have al
ways been in neighborhoods with the largest 
population of recent immigrants. 

That love affair continues at the end of the 
century, but with complications, especially 
in Queens. The book lovers who elbow each 
other for space in the library's 62 branches 
are more than ever before a mixed bunch
racially, linguistically and culturally. 

The busiest branch in the nation s busiest 
library system is in Flushing, which has 
been inundated in the past decade with Chi
nese, Korean, Indian, Russian, Colombian 
and Afghan immigrants. Until a handsome 
new library building opens this summer, the 
Flushing branch is crammed into a former 
furniture store. 

Inside, there are not nearly enough little 
chairs for all the little kids who wiggle and 
squeal and devour picture book after picture 
book. Stacks of blue plastic-coated foam 
pads are available so kids and parents can sit 
on the tile floor. 

Queues form behind computer terminals 
that allow immigrants to search home coun
try periodicals using Chinese, Korean and 
Roman writing systems. " Watch Your Be
longings! " signs are in English, Spanish and 
Chinese. 

There are no public bathrooms-space 
being too precious to waste on nonessentials. 
But there are librarians who speak Russian, 
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Hindi, Chinese, Korean, Gujarati and Span
ish. 

" Have you ever wondered where the new 
South Asian materials are?" asks a sign 
taped to a pillar in the Flushing branch li
brary. " Well, wonder no more. They're here! 
You can find materials in: Bengali, Gujarati, 
Hindi, Malayalam and Urdu. " 

" We have gone from a dozen countries to a 
hundred countries," says Strong, "We are 
not just waiting for them to come to us after 
they have solved all their problems, after 
they have a job and after they have the kids 
in school. We g·o after them. We advertise. 
We do not check their immigration status." 

Immigration had already transformed 
Flushing from a staid middle-class Italian 
and Jewish community into a polyglot boom 
town when Ruth Herzburg took over eight 
years ago as library branch manager. 
Herzburg quickly discovered that the branch 
was falling behind the newcomer mix. 

Herzburg tentatively put a small collection 
of Korean-language books out on a shelf five 
years ago. "Those books walked off the 
shelves . Before that, we didn't really know 
the Koreans were here," she said. 

As immigrants make the transition from 
their native language to English, Herzburg 
says they hunger for basically the same 
kinds of books-translations of potboiler 
American fiction like Danielle Steel, self
help books and computer books. Many immi
grants to Queens have technical skills, she 
says, and they demand science, technology 
and business books. 

By spending more money per capita on 
books and other materials than any other 
major urban American library system, the 
Queens Public Library has marshaled its re
sources to seduce each new group of immi
grants and lure them into the branches. 

The seduction starts by sending library 
emissaries to immigrant associations that 
work with recent arrivals. In the languages 
of the immigrants, they explain how the li
brary can show them how to get a driver's li
cense, navigate the Internet and learn 
English. The library runs the largest 
English-as-a-second-language program in the 
country and says it could double its enroll
ment if it had more space and money. 

"Starting with the library and it is often 
the beginning of a lifelong habit," said 
Adriana Acauan Tandler, head of the li
brary's New Americans program and herself 
an immigrant from Brazil. 

Using census data and a demographer and 
by commissioning polls among Queens resi
dents, the library has been able to spot holes 
in library usage. The biggest hole in the late 
1980s was among Spanish speakers. 

The library went after them with an ag
gressive public relations campaign. It trans
lated applications for library cards into 
Spanish, purchased spots on Spanish radio 
and pulled together a Spanish collection of 
100,000 items in 10 branches. 

" In just three years, we found that Spanish 
speakers were using the library as much as 
anybody in the borough. They read every
thing from Cervantes to 'Superman.' These
cret of our success is that we give people 
what they want, instead of what we think 
they should have," Acauan Tandler said. 

What adults want, above all else, is trans
lations of American bestsellers in their own 
language. The library tries to buy them 
quickly and in quantity. At the Flushing 
branch, the head librarian has about $125,000 
a year to spend as she wishes on "hot" 
books. 

"We don't wait for the central office to 
send out popular books. We like to go around 
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to all the local bookstores and buy popular 
books off the shelves. All the books are in 
foreig·n languages. We don't even have an 
English-language bookstore in Flushing," 
said Herzburg. 

Pin-Pin Lin tries to steer her boys, ages 10 
and 13, away from Chinese-language books. 
She prefers they read only in English. To 
that end, she makes sure they leave the li
brary after each visit with 20 or so English 
books in the shopping bag. 

"I don't care if they read all. Kid is kid. If 
they don't like books, I bring them back and 
get more," said Lin. 

UNDERSTANDING U.S. NATION-
ALITY AND CITIZENSHIP IN 
PUERTO RICO 

HON. GEORGE W. GEKAS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I want to submit 
for the RECORD a letter dealing with U.S. citi
zenship and Puerto Ricans dated April 9, 
1998, which I received during our recent re
cess. Its author, Dick Thornburgh, is well
known as a former two-term Governor of my 
home state of Pennsylvania and as our former 
U.S. Attorney General. 

I join Governor Thornburgh in praising Fed
eral District Court Judge Stanley Sporkin and 
the State Department for their proper applica
tions of federal immigration laws. In an opinion 
and order filed April 23, 1998, Federal District 
Court Judge Stanley Sporkin upheld the policy 
adopted QY the U.S. Department of State on 
the question of whether persons with U.S. na
tionality and citizenship based on birth in 
Puerto Rico can renounce that status and re
main in Puerto Rico without a visa. In a ruling 
that was legally and morally correct, the Court 
said "no" to the absurd proposition that a per
son who becomes an alien under federal im
migration and nationality law applicable in 
Puerto Rico in order to become an alien does 
not have to comply with federal law requiring 
aliens to get a visa to remain in the United 
States. 

The right of U.S. citizenship and all the ben
efits it provides should not be the subject of 
mockery. American citizenship refers to more 
than just status. It exemplifies all this country 
represents-the spirit of liberty and democratic 
values. I commend this letter for all to read. 

STATEMENT OF DICK THORNBURGH ON THE 
DANGERS OF JUDICIAL USURPATION OF PUER
TO RICO'S POLITICAL SELF-DETERMINATION 

Puerto Rico has been under the sov-
ereignty of the United States for one hun
dred years, and Puerto Ricans have been citi
zens of the United States for 81 years. How
ever, the political status of Puerto Rico re
mains unsettled and advocates within Puerto 
Rico of separatism under the American flag 
are working to exploit that political uncer
tainty. The tactics employed by these advo
cates harms all U.S. citizens-whether they 
reside in one of the states of the Union or in 
Puerto Rico. Separatists within Puerto Rico 
have been forced to find a way around the 
95% of Puerto Ricans who want U.S. citizen
ship, and they have found support among 
local judges appointed by the last separatist 
governor of Puerto Rico. 
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The will of the people of Puerto Rico was 

reflected on November 17, 1997, when the 
Governor of Puerto Rico signed into law a 
statute approved by the Leg·islature of Puer
to Rico defining a "citizen of Puerto Rico" 
as a person with United States nationality 
and citizenship who is a lawful resident of 
Puerto Rico. This new law affirmed the prin
ciples of U.S. constitutional federalism as 
embodied in the local Puerto Rican constitu
tion, recognized one U.S. nationality based 
citizenship under the American flag, and 
clearly expressed the loyalty and patriotism 
of the 3.8 American citizens of Puerto Rico. 

In contrast to the measure adopted by 
elected leaders, on November 18, 1997, the 
local territorial court issued a ruling sus
pending enforcement of a decades old statute 
requiring U.S. citizenship in order to vote in 
local elections in Puerto Rico. A majority on 
the territorial court was appointed by a 
former governor who supports a perpetual 
"commonwealth" status for Puerto Rico in 
which the territory would have some of the 
attributes of both a state of the union and a 
separate nation. The local court's decision to 
exempt Juan Mari Bras, a pro-Castro social
ist who renounced his U.S. nationality, from 
the local U.S. citizenship requirement for 
voting is based on a doctrine that a separate 
legal nationality for Puerto Ricans exists 
within the U.S. constitutional system. While 
there are many nationalities within the U.S. 
in the sense of cultural heritage and iden
tity, there is and can be only one legal and 
constitutional form of national citizenship. 

In addition to running afoul of the one 
legal nationality principle, the local Su
preme Court's decision also constitutes an 
official action by a co-equal branch of the 
territorial government to nullify application 
of federal law. Specifically, the local court 
ruled that a person who has been certified by 
the State Department to be an alien can 
nonetheless remain in a territory of the U.S. 
without a visa or other legal authority from 
the U.S. The Puerto Rican court held that a 
non-citizen could remain in Puerto Rico and 
enjoy all the rights of a separate Puerto 
Rican nationality and citizenship-even 
though he has not complied with the immi
gration and nationality laws of the United 
States. 

Aware of the local court's decision, the 
State Department adopted a policy of deny
ing certification of loss of citizenship to per
sons who intend to remain in Puerto Rico 
based on a claim of local citizenship. On Jan
uary 27, 1998, in the case of a " copy cat" re
nunciation by one Alberto Lozada Colon, the 
Department of State reiterated the funda
mental point that the U.S. citizenship of 
Puerto Ricans is supreme to their citizenship 
of the constituent territory of the U.S. This 
will prevent further " copy cat" cases and 
provides the basis for bringing the previous 
cases into compliance with U.S. immigration 
law, thereby rendering meaningless the reck
less action by the Puerto Rican court in con
travention of federal supremacy. 

However, this episode underscores the im
portance of resolving Puerto Rico's status. 
H.R. 856, as approved by the House on March 
4, 1998, would provide a process to end the 
current ambiguities about Puerto Rico, and 
it is hoped the Senate will act soon on this 
matter. To help sort out the issues of nation
ality and citizenship related to status, the 
following principles and legal requirements 
must be recognized. 

Similar to a State of the Union, Puerto 
Rico has sufficient sovereignty over its in
ternal affairs under the local constitution to 
prescribe the qualifications of voters. How-
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ever, Puerto Rico's local sovereignty is a 
statutory delegation of the authority of Con
gress to govern territories, and is not a vest
ed, guaranteed or permanent form of sov
ereignty such as the states have under the 
lOth Amendment. Even if it were, no state of 
the Union, much less an unincorporated 
commonwealth territory, has the power to 
declare that the citizenship of the state or 
territory survives legally effective renunci
ation of U.S. nationality and citizenship 
(see, discussion below of Davis v. District Di
rector, 481 F. Supp. 1178 (1979). Yet, that is 
precisely what the territorial court in Puer
to Rico has attempted to do in the case of 
Juan Mari Bras. 

While Puerto Rico has powers of local gov
ernment which in some respects are like the 
states to the extent consistent with federal 
law and the U.S. Constitution, Puerto Rico 
does not have the sovereignty or constitu
tional authority to ignore the supremacy 
clause of the federal constitution by creating 
a separate nationality (see, Rodriguez v . Pop
ular Democratic Party, 457 U.S. 1 (1982). Con
gress alone determines and regulates nation
ality under Article I, Section 8 of the Con
stitution. In the local court's ruling in the 
Mari Bras case, however, a person certified 
by the U.S. Department of State to be an 
alien under U.S. immigration laws, and who 
has refused to obtain a visa in compliance 
with the Immigration and Nationality Act, 
is supposedly recognized as having the right 
to reside in the United States, including 
Puerto Rico, and enjoy the rights and privi
leges of a fictitious separate Puerto Rican 
nationality citizenship. 

Fortunately, we do not have to wait for an 
appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court to correct 
this miscarriage of justice which infringes 
upon the voting rights of the U.S. citizens of 
Puerto Rico who are legally qualified to vote 
under applicable law. Nor do we need to wait 
for Congress to restore the rule of law by 
confirming that under existing federal law (8 
U.S.C. 1402) there is only one nationality or 
national citizenship for people born in Puer
to Rico as long as it remains within the sov
ereignty of the United States. For Congress 
already has provided the statutory authority 
for the Executive Branch of the federal gov
ernment to preserve the constitutional and 
federal legal order applicable to Puerto Rico 
in these matters. As already mentioned, in 
the Lozada Colon case the U.S. State Depart
ment has rectified the anomaly of the Mari 
Bras case and determined that the require
ments of 8 U.S.C. 1481(a)(5) for loss of U.S. 
nationality are not satisfied if the person re
nouncing intends to remain in the U.S. with
aut a visa based on a claim of Puerto Rican 
nationality. 

Specifically, either the individual who has 
been certified as an alien must be compelled 
by the INS to comply with the requirements 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act for 
his continued presence in the United States, 
or the State Department must vacate the 
certification that he expatriated himself in a 
legally effective manner under 8 U.S.C. 
1481(a)(5). As discussed below, it has to be 
one or the other. 

Last year a statement by Congressman 
George Gekas appeared in the CONGRES
SIONAL RECORD (143 Cong. Rec. E766 (daily 
ed. April 29, 1997) (statement of Rep. Gekas) 
about creeping separatism in Puerto Rico's 
local judiciary. This wake up call was sound
ed when a local trial court judge ruled that 
it was unconstitutional under the Constftu
tion of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico for 
the legislative branch of the local govern
ment to make U.S. citizenship a voter eligi
bility requirement in elections in Puerto 
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Rico-as it is in other states and territory in 
the United States. 

The ruling of the trial court was that a 
radical socialist named Juan Marl Bras. who 
had U.S. citizenship granted by a federal 
statute extending that privilege to people 
born in Puerto Rico, should be allowed to 
vote in elections even though he had gone to 
Venezuela and taken an oath renouncing his 
U.S. nationality and citizenship in the man
ner prescribed by Congress. Marl Bras then 
went to Cuba to show solidarity with the re
gime there, and returned triumphantly to 
Puerto Rico. He was admitted back into U.S. 
territory by INS officials , based on his U.S. 
birth certificate, without disclosing that the 
State Department had issued an official doc
ument certifying he was a stateless alien 
with no legal right to enter or reside in the 
United States without an appropriate visa. 

Not only did be assert exemption from visa 
requirements based on a claim of a separate 
Puerto Rican nationality, be then sought 
certification of his eligibility to vote, and 
was challenged by U.S. citizen voters who do 
not want their own votes diluted by non-citi
zens ineligible to vote under Puerto Rican 
law. Since the elected representatives of the 
people of Puerto Rico in the territorial legis
lature, bad decided many years ago to make 
U.S . citizenship a voter qualification under 
the local election law, the trial judge threw 
out that statute so the expatriate could cast 
a ballot. That ballot was sealed pending an 
appeal of the case to the territorial Supreme 
Court, which ultimately ordered that the 
ballot be counted based on the local court's 
recognition of a separate Puerto Rican na
tionality and non-recognition of Federal law. 

In the statement of April 29, 1997, cited 
above, Mr. Gekas touched upon an argument 
which independently bas been developed fur
ther by the State Department in its own ap
proach to a " copy cat" renunciation case in
volving an individual named Alberto Lozada 
Colon. Specifically, now that we know what 
Marl Bras was actually intending when be 
executed his oath of renunciation, it may 
well be that the U.S. State Department 
should evaluate whether be actually bad 
formed the intention required to meet the 
criteria of 8 U.S.C. 1481(a)(5). Stated simply, 
the basis upon which his application for cer
tification of loss of nationality should be re
evaluated, and perhaps rescinded, is as fol
lows: 

The right to reside in territory under the 
sovereignty of the United States, including 
Puerto Rico, arises from U.S. nationality 
and citizenship or, in the case of non-citizen 
aliens, compliance with the visa require
ments of the federal Immigration and Na
tionality Act. 

In accordance with 8 U.S.C. 1481(a), which 
prescribes the procedure for renouncing citi
zenship in a legally effective manner, Mari 
Bras executed an oath voluntarily and inten
tionally relinquishing "all rights and privi
leges" of United States nationality and citi
zenship. 

Since we now know Marl Bras intended to 
continue to enjoy the right to reside in the 
United States as a non-citizen alien under 
federal immigration law without complying 
with applicable visa requirements, we can 
presume that he did not truly intend to re
nounce and cease to enjoy " all rights and 
privileges" of United States nationality and 
citizenship. 

Consequently his oath of renunciation does 
not mean the statutory criteria of 8 U.S.C. 
1481(a), which, again, requires intent to re
linquish all rights and privileges of U.S. na
tionality and citizenship. 

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
Clearly, Marl Bras bas not honored his 

oath of renunciation, and his certification of 
loss of U.S. nationality and citizenship 
should be vacated. He should not be allowed 
to benefit from a false oath, or to act in a 
manner which contradicts his oath, without 
consequence and legal accountability. For 
there is only one nationality and nation
ality-based citizenship in the United States, 
including Puerto Rico. There is no separate 
Puerto Rican nationality or nationality
based citizenship which enables Marl Bras to 
reside in Puerto Rico and enjoy the rights of 
citizenship in violation of federal law. 

If Marl Bras is an alien be must comply 
with federal law regulating the presence of 
aliens in the United States. If be bas not 
truly expatriated himself due to lack of ac
tual intent to live as a alien in Puerto•Rico 
then his hoax should be brought to an end by 
proper action to enforce the criteria of 8 
U.S.C. 1481(a)(5). This statute and the imple
menting regulations promulgated by the 
Secretary of State (22 CFR 50.40-50.50) re
quire the accredited diplomatic officer at the 
U.S. Embassy involved to " determine" that 
the statutory criteria for effective renunci
ation exists, and require the Secretary of 
State to " approve" the certification of same. 
If the declarations made by the renouncing 
party before, during or after the certifi
cation, or the actions of the person after cer
tification, establish that the requirements of 
the statute for effective renunciation have 
not been met, then the Secretary of State 
bas a responsibility to prevent abuse of the 
renunciation procedure for purposes of vio
lating or evading Federal immigration laws. 

The Supreme Court of the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico based its reasoning on the 
concept that there is a Puerto Rican citizen
ship separate from U.S. citizenship that 
arises from birth in Puerto Rico under U.S. 
sovereignty. This citizenship is not merely 
residency or the status of a person subject to 
the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico. Rather it is a separate nation
ality that exists within U.S. nationality. Of 
course, the court found no support in the 
text of Puerto Rican statutes, the Puerto 
Rican Constitution, or the U.S. Constitution. 
In its convoluted opinion, the court is saying 
one thing and doing· another in at least two 
ways. 

First, while the court pretends to refrain 
from declaring the local statute invalid, the 
court invalidates the statute by amending it 
in contravention of the Legislature's ex
pressed intent. Thus, instead of affirming the 
trial court in declaring the statute unconsti
tutional because its clear language would 
prevent Puerto Rican born Marl Bras from 
voting, the court states that it would be un
constitutional if the statute were to be en
forced in the case of Mari Bras. 

The court's ruling amounts to nothing less 
than a suspension of the rule of law under 
local constitution. The effect is that the 
statute is constitutional only if it is not en
forced in the case of a person to whom it ap
plies, so the court avoids making a constitu
tional determination by amending rather 
than interpreting the statute. 

Second, the court attempts to delimit the 
constitutional nature of this separate Puerto 
Rican nationality by claiming that it exists 
within the framework of the United States
Puerto Rico relationship and is not equiva
lent to citizenship of an independent coun
try. At the same time, the court is attempt
ing to establish a separate constitutional na
tionality and legal citizenship which bas 
rights and privileges separate from but du
plicating the rights and privileges. of U.S . na-
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tionality and citizenship in Puerto Rico. 
This alternative nationality and citizenship 
is claimed by the Puerto Rican separatists as 
a right binding on the U.S. in perpetuity 
which cannot be ended without the consent 
of Puerto Rico. 

The opinion of the Federal Court of Ap
peals in Davis, 481 F. Supp. 1178 (1979), in
cludes an excellent explanation of why the 
separate-state-citizenship-as-separate-na
tionality argument must fail in the case of 
the states of the union. Certainly a territory 
with a local commonwealth constitution au
thorized by Act of Congress (P.L. 81--600) does 
not have greater sovereignty than a state of 
the Union. While the people of Puerto Rico 
consented to the establishment of the Com
monwealth of Puerto Rico structure of local 
government with respect to the internal af
fairs of the territory, this does not create a 
local sovereignty or a basis for separate na
tionality and citizenship superior to that of 
the states of the Union yet that is what the 
result would be if, as the Puerto Rico Su
preme Court bas ruled, "citizenship of Puer
to Rico" constitutes a form of citizenship su
perior to that of citizenship of a state of the 
Union. 

Thus, those who argue that Puerto Rico 
could become a Quebec-like situation if it is 
ever admitted as a state bad better recognize 
that the real danger of a Quebec-like prob
lem is if the current ambiguous status con
tinues and this nation-within-a-nation ide
ology is imposed by local authorities with
out a clear choice by the people based on a 
Federal policy to define the current status 
and options for change accurately. The local 
judiciary's ruling in this case is an attempt 
to usurp the authority of Congress under the 
territorial clause in Article IV, Section 3, 
Clause 2 and Section 8 of Article I to deter
mine the nationality and nationality-based 
citizenship of persons born in Puerto Rico. 
That authority also is recognized in Article 
IX of the Treaty of Paris under which the 
U.S. became sovereign in Puerto Rico. The 
United . States bas not ceded or restricted 
that authority by agreeing to establish in
ternal self-government under the common
wealth structure. 

The United States gave the mechanisms of 
internal self-government in the territory the 
chance to resolve this problem under local 
law by sorting out the mess and conforming 
local law to federal law. The elected co-equal 
branches of government acted responsibly 
and consistent with the federal and local 
constitutions. Unfortunately, the territorial 
court of last resort failed the test. Now this 
bas become a political question which must 
be resolved by the political branches of the 
Federal government. 

The failure of the judicial branch of the 
local constitutional government to respect 
the separation of powers under the local con
stitution does not bode well for the viability 
of continued territorial status under the 
commonwealth structure. The court 's ruling 
in this case suggests that the present status 
quo is not a permanent solution to the ques
tion of Puerto Rico 's political status. 

However, the territorial commonwealth 
structure cannot be made acceptable by de
fining it as something other than what it 
really is. Revisionist judicial rulings which 
attempt to transform unincorporated terri
tory status into a form of permanent state
hood without going through the admissions 
process under Article IV of the federal con
stitution, and at the same time seek sepa
rate nationality do nothing to clarify Puerto 
Rico's political future. It is becoming more 
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clear every day that either statehood or sep
arate nationhood are the only viable solu
tions to the problem of Puerto Rico 's polit
ical status. 

Clearly, Puerto Rico is not a state, but an 
internally self-governing territory of the 
United States. Likewise, the "people of 
Puerto Rico" are not a separate nationality, 
but a body politic consisting of persons with 
United States nationality and citizenship 
who reside in Puerto Rico. This includes 
those born there and those who were born or 
naturalized in a state of the union and now 
reside there. See, 48 U.S.C. 733; also Gonzales 
v. Williams, 192 U.S. 1 (1904). 

CONCLUSION 

The local election law in Puerto Rico re
quiring U.S. citizenship to vote in local elec
tions was enacted by the democratically 
elected representatives of the people. The 
local statute approved by the Legislature of 
Puerto Rico properly recognizes that only 
the United States can define and confer na
tionality and citizensbip on people born in 
Puerto Rico as long as it is within U.S. sov
ereignty. 

The attempt of local courts to recognize, 
and thereby exercise the sovereign power to 
create, an alternative separate nationality 
and citizenship status in lieu of the federally 
defined status, and to impose non-citizen 
voting on the people of Puerto Rico without 
their consent, has been repudiated by the 
Federal government through the State De
partment's action in the Mari Bras "copy 
cat" case of Lazada Colon. 

Only if the people of Puerto Rico, acting 
through their constitutional process and in 
an exercise of self-determination, requested 
that the U.S. Congress approve legislation to 
end the current U.S. nationality and citizen
ship of persons born in Puerto Rico, and Con
gress in fact does so, would a different result 
appear to be constitutionally possible. 

In that event, presumably, a process lead
ing to separate sovereignty, nationality and 
citizenship for Puerto Rico would commence. 
Previously, neither the electorate in Puerto 
Rico nor the local legislature have expressed 
significant levels of support for that ap
proach to resolving the ultimate status of 
Puerto Rico. Inevitably, the decision must 
be made by the people of Puerto Rico 
through a process of self-determination in a 
clear and transparent election. Judicial 
usurpation of the process of self-determina
tion harms all of us . 

INTRODUCTION OF THE MEDICAL 
INNOVATION TAX CREDIT BILL 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 
Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 

I rise today to introduce legislation to establish 
the Medical Innovation Tax Credit with my col
league, SANDER M. LEVIN. This new credit will 
provide an important incentive for companies 
to expand their pioneering clinical research ac
tivities at our Nation's leading medical institu
tions such as M.D. Anderson, the University of 
Texas, and the University of Michigan. By pro
moting more medical research, the credit will 
help enhance the development of new prod
ucts and therapies to prevent, treat and cure 
serious medical conditions and diseases. 

The Medical Innovation Tax Credit estab
lishes a narrowly targeted, incremental 20% 
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credit in the Internal Revenue Code. The cred
it is available to companies for qualified ex
penditures on human clinical trials conducted 
at medical schools, teaching hospitals that are 
under common ownership or affiliated with an 
institution of higher learning, or by non-profit 
research hospitals that are designated as can
cer centers by the National Cancer Institute 
(NCI). 

The additional private sector investment 
generated by the Medical Innovation Tax 
Credit is also essential so that medical 
schools and teaching hospitals can continue to 
fulfill their unique and vital roles that benefit 
both the health of the American public and the 
economy. These institutions are the backbone 
of innovation in American medicine. By linking 
together research, medical training and patient 
care, they develop and employ the knowledge 
that can result in major medical break
throughs. 

Today, however, they are under increased 
financial pressures as markets for health care 
services undergo rapid, fundamental change. 
These financial pressures may have an ad
verse impact on funds traditionally dedicated 
for research. Recent reports indicate that there 
has been a decline in clinical trials at medical 
schools and teaching hospitals. This decline is 
troubling, since it signals that research dollars 
are shrinking at our Nation's leading medical 
research institutions. A new infusion of funds 
for expanded clinical research activities, stimu
lated by the Medical Innovation Tax Credit, 
can help stem and reverse this trend. More
over, continued and expanded investment in 
our leading medical research institutions will 
ensure that the United States maintains its po
sition as the leader in innovative, biomedical 
research. 

The credit also provides an important incen
tive for research activities to remain in the 
United States since only domestic clinical re
search activities are eligible for the credit. This 
requirement will encourage biotechnology and 
pharmaceutical companies to keep their clin
ical trial research projects at home by de
creasing the economic incentive to move such 
activities to "lower-cost" facilities off-shore. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support this 
important legislation. The Medical Innovation 
Tax Credit will strengthen the partnership be
tween the private sector and our Nation's 
leading medical institutions to ensure Amer
ica's continued world leadership in research 
and medical innovation. 

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER
SARY OF ED AND JERRY WAT
SON 

HON. KEN BENTSEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 
Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 

to join with my colleague GENE GREEN in con
gratulating Ed and Jerry Watson of Deer Park, 
Texas, as they celebrate their 50th wedding 
anniversary on May 7, 1998. Throughout their 
lives, Ed and Jerry have provided tremendous 
examples of public service, contributing unself
ishly to numerous causes while raising a fine 
family. 
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Both Ed and Jerry are native Texans who 

have an abiding love for their state and com
munity. 

Ed was born in "Pole Cat Ridge," 
Wallisville, Texas, on July 20, 1920. He grad
uated from Anahuac High School in 1939 and 
joined the U.S. Navy in 1942. After his service 
in World War II, he attended the University of 
Houston until he went to work in 1946 at Shell 
Oil Refinery in Deer Park. 

Jerry was born in Saratoga, Texas, on Sep
tember 30, 1923. She was named Susan Ger
aldine Eaves, but was called Jerry as her par
ents had hoped for a boy. Jerry graduated 
from Kilgore High School in 1941 and was 
working in Houston when she and Ed met. 
Jerry's parents were living in Hankamer (near 
Anahuac) when her younger sister asked Ed 
to give her big sister a ride back to Houston. 
The rest, as they say, is history. 

They were married on May 7, 1948 at the 
Lawndale Baptist Church in Houston. Shortly 
after, Ed was called back into service during 
the Korean Conflict in 1950 for 15 months. In 
1954, having outgrown their home in Pasa
dena, the Watsons and their four children 
moved to Deer Park. In March 1955, they be
came members of the First Baptist Church of 
Deer Park. At the time, the church was still 
meeting in the old wooden buildings on Sixth 
Street. Jerry recalls many Vacation Bible 
Schools in which she helped and the children 
participated. 

Ed has been involved in politics and com
munity affairs since 1947. He is a 50-year 
member of the Oil, Chemical, and Atomic 
Workers International Union, and he was serv
ing as President of Local 4-367 when elected 
in 1972 as a member of the Texas House of 
Representatives, a position in which he served 
for 8 terms. In the Texas Legislature, Ed was 
a leader on issues of law enforcement, edu
cation, environmental protection, and creating 
economic opportunity, and he served several 
terms as Chairman of the Harris County Dele
gation. Currently he is a Community Liaison 
on my congressional staff in Pasadena and 
Deer Park, Texas. 

Ed is a charter member of the Deer Park 
Chamber of Commerce and a charter member 
of the Lions Club. He served fourteen years 
as a volunteer fireman and is now one of six 
honorary members. He has been actively in
volved in the Wheel House, a 30-day alcohol 
rehabilitation facility, since 1954 and serves on 
their board of directors. Ed visits daily, reach
ing out to the residents, solving problems 
when they arise, and funding. 

Ed also serves on the board of directors of 
the Interfaith Helping Hands Ministry. He also 
volunteers his time at First Baptist Church, 
serving on the Benevolence Committee and 
reaching out to people not only in the church, 
but in the community as well. Because of his 
caring ways, Ed was named Deer Park Citizen 
of the Year in 1987. 

Jerry's achievements are also impressive. In 
1961 Jerry went to work for the Registrar of 
San Jacinto College. In 1963 the College 
began teaching about computer science, and 
Jerry began taking classes and working on the 
college information system. During some se
mesters, she was taking a class, working, and 
teaching a key-punching class after work. Dur
ing this time, she and three of her children 
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were all enrolled in college. Jerry received her 
Certificate Technology Degree in Computer 
Science the same night her younger son re
ceived his A.A. Degree in Computer Science. 
She retired from San Jacinto College in 1982. 

Jerry was one of the earliest members of 
the Deer Park Ladies Civic Club and assisted 
in preparing the first · Deep Park telephone 
book to be published. With Ed, Jerry also 
works with the Interfaith Helping Hands Min
istry and she has served on the Bereavement 
Committee at First Baptist Church many times. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize Ed 
and Jerry Watson on the occasion of their 
50th wedding anniversary and commend them 
on a lifetime of achievement. Their commit
ment not only to one another, but to others as 
well, is an example for all of us. May the com
ing years bring good health, happiness, and 
time to enjoy their eight grandsons, one 
granddaughter, and one great grandson. On 
this joyous occasion, I am pleased to join their 
family, friends, and community in saying con
gratulations and thank you. 

"OVERTURN THE ROYALTY 
GIVEAWAY AMENDMENT" 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 
Mr. MILLER pf California. Mr. Speaker, last 

week, legislative larceny was committed in the 
conference committee on the Emergency Sup
plemental. As happens too often in this Con
gress, the hold up was committed by wealthy 
interests who want to make themselves still 
richer with money that belongs to the tax
payers of this country. 

Senator BARBARA BOXER put up a valiant 
fight to prevent the committee from accepting 
the oil companies' $66 million royalty give
away amendment, but the industry had the 
conference wired. The oil industry, which has 
been cheating taxpayers for years, won. 

Today, we are introducing legislation to re
verse that legislative maneuver and restore 
the money to the people who own the oil: the 
taxpayers of the United States. 

I wrote the provision of the offshore oil law 
in 1978 that requires that coastal states re
ceive a share from the oil produced from fed
eral lands adjacent to their coasts. But the oil 
companies have been cheating taxpayers and 
the states by underestimating the value of the 
oil and underpaying royalties to the tune of 
hundreds of millions of dollars. The Depart
ment of Interior's Minerals Management Serv
ice drafted rules to end this underpayment 
fraud and assure that taxpayers get the 
money they deserve. 

But the royalty giveaway amendment stops 
the Interior Department from implementing 
new rules that would require more accurate 
pricing of oil produced from public lands. 
Those rules, the product of long investigations, 
would base the value of the oil on actual mar
ket prices instead of on the much lower prices 
reported by the oil companies. Delaying this 
rule from going into effect will cost taxpayers 
$66 million a year-$5.5 million for each 
month that the rule is delayed. That means a 
loss of $1.8 million a year for California alone. 

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 

Our state turns federal oil and gas royalties 
over to the public schools, and most other 
states share a portion of these revenues with 
their schools-money that could be used to 
buy computers or pay teachers' salaries or re
duce class size. If the federal government had 
collected the royalties we were due, California 
could have paid the salaries of 45 teachers 
next year. Instead, thanks to this sneaky 
amendment, that money will line the oil indus
try's pockets. 

Senator HUTCHISON, who sponsored this 
amendment, claims more time is needed to 
study the issue. We already spent years 
studying the issue. A task force has filed its 
report documenting hundreds of millions of 
dollars in underpayments. 

The current system must be changed. The 
Justice Department recently decided to inter
vene in litigation accusing four major oil com
panies of knowingly having underpaid hun
dreds of millions of dollars in royalties from 
federal and Indian leases in the Gulf of Mex
ico, Wyoming, New Mexico and California. 
There is no justification for preventing the Inte
rior Department from performing its legal man
date: to ensure that we get fair market value 
from the production from public lands. 

The giveaway rider ignores substantial evi
dence of underpayments developed by the 
House Government Reform and Oversight 
Committee, thanks to the leadership of Con
gresswoman CAROLYN MALONEY, who joins us 
this morning. We call on the Congress to re
verse this greedy and unwarranted action and 
pass the Miller-Boxer bill to restore the royal
ties that the taxpayers, and the schoolchildren, 
of this nation deserve. 

PART 2: JOBS WITH JUSTICE: 
FIRST NATIONAL WORKERS' 
RIGHTS BOARD HEARING 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 1998 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, Jobs With Jus
tice convened its "First National Workers' 
Rights Board Hearing on Welfare/Workfare 
Issues" in Chicago in 1997. This hearing fea
tured a number of community, labor and polit
ical leaders. I include their remarks for the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

Part 2 of this statement includes: Joselito 
Laudencia of Californians for Justice; Chris
topher Lamb of the Center on Social Welfare 
Policy and Law; Sabrina Gillon of the Cam
paign for a Sustainable Milwaukee; and Paul 
Booth of the American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME). 

CALIFORNIANS FOR JUSTICE 

(By Joselito Laudencia, Executive Director) 
Good morning. My name is Joselito 

Laudencia and I am the Executive Director 
of Californians for Justice. Californians for 
Justice is a grassroots multiracial organiza
tion working to build political power among 
communities of color, and poor and young 
people of all colors in California. Earlier this 
year, we launched a campaign for Economic 
Justice. With welfare reform devastating our 
constituencies, we decided to launch a multi
year campaign for public jobs. Specifically, 
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with the state government pushing hundreds 
of thousands of welfare recipients into the 
workforce, we feel that the state government 
has a responsibility to ensure that jobs are 
available, that these jobs are good paying 
jobs with benefits, and that these jobs actu
ally address the needs of California's com
munities. 

Let me provide some context. The sig·ning 
into law of welfare reform on a federal level 
sent a simple message that everyone on wel
fare needs to get a job. The new law says 
that everyone on welfare must be at work 
within 24 months for a minimum of 20 hours 
a week. Currently, there are over 900,000 wel
fare recipients in California, with at least 
300,000 facing this two-year time limit within 
two years. And families have only 5 years in 
a lifetime to receive welfare-even if there 
are no jobs. 

This destruction of the welfare system 
comes at a time when jobs have been leaving 
over the last 25 years. Corporations have 
been downsizing, automating, shifting to 
part-time workers and moving overseas. 

If any job growth is happening, it occurs in 
two fields. One area includes highly skilled 
jobs. As Times Magazine in January 1997 
highlighted, the hottest fields in terms of 
new jobs include teachers, nurses, execu
tives, lawyers, financial managers, computer 
engineers, and accountants, jobs which re
quire extensive levels of education and train
ing. 

The other arena includes the fast growing 
occupations and industries that frequently 
offer part-time or temporary work and often 
lack basic benefits, especially in the retail 
trade and the service sector. 

We also have to realize that the U.S. and 
the California economy have never provided 
enough jobs. Although the unemployment 
rate has been at its lowest in 23 years, over 
1 million people in California are "officially" 
unemployed. On top of that, California will 
witness over 100,000 college graduates and 
over 270,000 public high school graduates. 
This also doesn't take into account the over 
1 million underemployed, who include invol
untary part-time workers and persons not 
working due to lack of child care, transpor
tation and other factors. Plus, this doesn't 
include discouraged workers who've stopped 
working and workers who work full time at 
low-wages that aren't enough to survive. 

With millions looking for work and welfare 
recipients entering the workforce, California 
projects a job growth of only 270,000 each 
year. 

If we look at traditional efforts to create 
jobs, we find that they don't work. Providing 
tax subsidies to corporations to create jobs 
hasn't worked. Job training programs usu
ally result in individuals completing pro
grams with no jobs at the end process. 

With this context, Californians for Justice 
is waging a public jobs campaign· in Cali
fornia and is urging that Jobs with Justice 
take on a public job creation campaign as a 
necessary strategy to provide a viable and 
alternative solution to welfare reform. 

We must reassert the role of government 
to ensure the health and well-being of every 
person, especially those most in need. 

To conclude, I'd like to outline the polit
ical principles that guide our efforts to job 
creation: (1) Jobs must be at living wage sal
aries and with benefits, including health care 
and child care; (2) Jobs must be new jobs and 
not replace or displace pre-existing workers 
or positions; (3) These jobs must be union 
jobs; (4) Priority for jobs must be given to 
communities of color, women and poor com
munities that have been devastated by un
employment; (5) Public jobs must be in 



May 7, 1998 
projects that will truly benefit communities. 
Projects must reflect a politics of redistribu
tion of wealth to low-income communities 
and communities of color and not predomi
nantly a funding of private industry with 
public funds in a way that maintains a struc
ture of wealth moving upward for profit 
maximization; (6) A Jobs program must ad
dress the entire need for jobs towards eradi
cating unemployment; (7) Since this system 
cannot guarantee jobs for all and because 
there are people unable to work, there must 
be a safety net and aright to entitlement 
benefits, including childcare, medical care, 
transportation and living wage cash grants. 

No one organization or group can make 
this happen. We all need to work together to 
expose the truth that the jobs are not out 
there and push for a pro-active solution that 
addresses the needs of all our communities. 

CENTER ON SOCIAL WELFARE POLICY AND LAW 
(By Christopher Lamb) 

1. INTRODUCTION 
My name is Christopher Lamb. I am a sen

ior attorney at The Welfare Law Center in 
New York City. We are a national not-for
profit law office dedicated to working with 
and on behalf of welfare recipients and orga
nizations of welfare recipients in securing 
and protecting recipients ' legal rights to fair 
and decent treatment both as welfare recipi
ents and, where applicable, as workers in 
welfare work programs. We are currently 
counsel in several class action lawsuits in
volving abuses in New York City's workfare 
program. We are also coordinating a national 
effort to support workfare organizing called 
the Workfare Research and Advocacy 
Project. 

II. WORKFARE BACKGROUND 
Workfare is work performed as a condition 

of receiving a welfare grant. It is not a job. 
While it may be possible to gain recognition 
of workfare participants' status as workers 
to secure them coverage under the multitude 
of employment laws that most of us take for 
gTanted, doing so in most cases will require 
political and legal battles. 

Workfare is not new. Various types of work 
relief have existed for as long as there has 
been public assistance and workfare existed 
as part of the federal AFDC program for its 
last thirty years. Workfare therefore has a 
track record and that record shows that it is 
not an effective path off of welfare or to 
higher income or to a job. 

Despite the dismal history of workfare as a 
strategy for moving people off of welfare and 
into jobs, last year's federal welfare reform 
bill places substantial pressure to expand ex
isting workfare programs and to create new 
ones. Over a quarter of the states currently 
have workfare programs and it is likely that 
more states will add programs as the pres
sures increase under the federal law to have 
welfare recipients in what the bill calls 
"work activities". New York City has the 
largest workfare program in the nation with 
close to 40,000 participants. 

III. WORKFARE PROBLEMS 
As cities and states expand their workfare 

programs, workfare participants are facing 
many problems that are common to other 
low-wage workers as well as some that are 
unique to their situations as workfare work-. 
ers. In many instances, these problems are 
surfacing first and most prominently in New 
York City's program because of its size and 
because it has been operating at a very sub
stantial size for longer than most other pro
grams. There is, however, no reason to be
lieve that any of these issues will appear 
only in New York. 

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
Health and Safety. Workfare workers who 

were performing hot, dirty work cleaning 
streets in New York City had to sue this 
summer to gain access to bathrooms and 
drinking water, protective clothing, and 
right to know training about work place haz
ards. Although the workers won a court 
order, lack of appropriate protective gear 
and failure to provide right to know training 
remain commonplace at worksites throug·h
out the City. 

New York City is not alone in failing to 
maintain appropriate health and safety 
standards for its workfare workers. In Los 
Angeles, for example, workfare workers at 
city hospitals who are required to mop floors 
soiled with blood and other medical waste 
are not provided with boots or other protec
tive clothing. 

Workers' Compensation. In Ohio, the Ohio 
Supreme Court recently struck down a state 
law which limited to $33/week the death ben
efit paid to the widow of a workfare worker 
killed by a work-related illness. Similar laws 
are still in effect in other states. For exam
ple, New York law guarantees workers ' com
pensation to workfare workers, "but not nec
essarily at the same benefit level" provided 
to other workers. 

Minimum and Prevailing Wage. New York 
City ignored a state law which required it to 
compensate workfare workers at prevailing 
wage and then when a court ordered it to 
comply with the law the City successfully 
sought to have the statute repealed. Else
where, serious minimum wage violations are 
occurring. In several states, workfare work
ers are being required to work 35 to 40 hours 
per week although they receive cash assist
ance and food stamps that are equal to closer 
to 20 hours per week at the minimum wage. 

D enial of Access to Ed. and Training. In New 
York City , the growth of the workfare pro
grams has had a devastating impact on wel
fare recipients ' access to education and 
training. At the City University of New 
York, the number of welfare recipients en
rolled dropped from 27,000 to 22,000 in one 
year and is still dropping. Small pre-college 
and vocational educational programs have 
seen even more devastating drops in enroll
ment. 

IV. IMP ACT ON OTHER WORKERS 
Large scale workfare programs inevitably 

result in the displacement of other workers 
and the loss of jobs paying decent wages. Si
multaneously with increasing its workfare 
program to about 40,000 participants, New 
York City reduced its payroll by over 20,000 
workers. Displacement has also been docu
mented elsewhere. In Baltimore, for exam
ple, the school board has replaced custodial 
workers who were paid a living wage under a 
local living wage ordinance with workfare 
workers. 

The use of workfare workers also depresses 
the wages of other workers. In New York, for 
example, it has been estimated that 30,000 
workfare workers working 26 hours per week 
would result in the depression of wages in 
the bottom third of the workforce by 9% or 
in the displacement of 20,000 other workers, 
or some combination of these two effects. 

V. CONCLUSION 
The vast majority of welfare recipients 

with whom I speak in my work want to 
work. They want to earn a wage with which 
they can meet their families' basic needs and 
they want to be treated fairly and decently 
in the workplace. In other words, they want 
jobs, not workfare. It is incumbent upon all 
of us to fight with them toward that goal. 
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How AFDC/W-2 HAs AFFECTED ME 

(By Sabrina Gillon) 

Hello, my name is Sabrina Gillon and this 
is my statement of how AFDC/W- 2 has af
fected my life and forced me to leave out of 
college at Milwaukee Area Technical Col
lege. 

I first entered college in the Fall of 1995. I 
originally entered into college at the Univer
sity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and half way 
through the semester I was told that in order 
to receive any daycare for my son I would 
have to leave UWM and go to a two year col
lege. At the end of the Fall semester, I left 
UWM, reluctantly, and went to Milwaukee 
Area Technical College. Once there, I en
rolled in the Administrative Assistant Pro
gram which was a very far stretch away from 
the Wildlife Conservationist program that I 
was in at UWM. 

The entire time I was in classes at MATC, 
I was constantly being sent letters saying 
that I was being sanctioned for no reason at 
all because I was attending all of my classes 
on a daily basis and working in the computer 
lab when I wasn 't in class. All together I was 
down at the MATC campus a total of 7 to 8 
hours a day. At one point in time, I was 
being sent sanction letters every other week 
for about 2 to 3 months. It was a very mad
dening and frustrating time for me. I would 
have to miss class in order to go down to the 
welfare office and get the matter straight
ened out. My worker, Alexia Daniels, was 
usually not able to be reached and I would 
have to request to see her supervisor just to 
get the situation cleared up. 

As spring semester of 1997 came I was con
tinually reminded that my time to be in 
school was coming to a close and that I 
should begin looking for a job. When I asked 
my worker, Jane Jilk, at the Milwaukee Job 
Center Network (North) about possible ways 
in which I could stay in school, all she could 
say was for me to take some evening classes 
and she emphasized that daycare would not be 
provided. Any my question to her was " how 
am I going to be able to take night classes 
when I have no one to watch my 3 year old 
son while I am in class?" She could not even 
give me a reasonable answer. This is part of 
the area of W-2 and/or AFDC that confuses 
me though. How is it that some participants 
on AFDC are able to continue their college 
schooling and also continue to receive 
daycare for their child(ren), while others are 
told that they are on their own, or " Gee , 
that's just too bad." For this system to sup
posedly be designed to help people, I truly do 
not see where it shows any caring or compas
sion for the individuals who are on it, espe
cially those who are trying to achieve a goal 
greater than one of simply working for min
imum wage. Is it so wrong to want for a bet
ter life in which we, AFDC recipients, can 
make reasonable wages so that we can sus
tain and take care of our families? 

In closing, I would just like to say that W-
2, as it is now, is just not going to work. 
Many people are going to be destitute and 
lost. The United States is one of the richest 
countries in the world, yet one of the poorest 
when it comes to caring about its own peo
ple. I can only hope that the Government 
and Thompson soon see that W-2 is not as 
wonderful and spectacular as they presume 
it to be. Thank you very much for your 
thoughtfulness, time, and consideration in 
listening to what I had to say. It is greatly 
appreciated. 
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TESTIMONY OCTOBER 25, 1997 '1'0 NA'l'IONAL 

WORKERS RIGHTS BOARD 

(By Paul Booth, Assistant to the President 
and Director of Field Services) 

If there was a time when the labor move
ment held itself apart from the trials and 
tribulations of people on relief, that day is 
gone. 

The AFL-CIO proclaimed our commitment 
to organizing workfare workers at the Feb
ruary Council meeting, proclaimed the soli
darity of the unionized 13 million American 
workers with the million recipients who are 
being placed into the workplace. The connec
tions we are creating- in Baltimore, between 
AFSCME council 67 and local 44, and BUILD, 

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
the community organization, and Solidarity 
Sponsoring Committee, and the welfare re
cipients who are joining this coalition as 
members in good standing; in New York, be
tween AFSCME District Council 37, and 
ACORN, and JWJ, which has now unmistak
ably demonstrated the demand for represen
tation-these connections exemplify the 
AFL-CIO's policy, and they defeat the insid
ious intent of the Gingrich crowd, namely to 
pit union workers against workfare workers 
in a Hobbesian conflict that could only de
stroy our hard-won conditions of work, tb 
the detriment of all. 

AFSCME, the Service Employees, and the 
Communications Workers, took the initia-
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tive, as soon as the new law was enacted, to 
try to redefine the issue. That it be seen not 
just as the change from welfare dependency, 
to work; it is about the conditions of that 
work. 

We ask you to make the finding that these 
questions are within your purview, as mat
ters of Workers Rights ... that recipients, 
once placed on the job, are workers, entitled 
to these rights: To a living wage job; to 
membership in the union at their workplace; 
to organize in a union where one is not in 
place; and to equal treatment under the 
labor laws. 
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